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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


MARWAN ISKANDER EDITORIAL ON AFGHANISTAN 
Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 4 Feb 80 pp 1-2 


[Text] Commentators on the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and its after- 
math have paid great attention to the potential dangers to the oil trade 
from the Gulf. These dangers are put in perspective by President Carter's 
statement that the Soviet move posed the greatest threat to International 
peace since World War II. 


In spite of dire warnings however, there seems to be an underlying assump- 
tion that the threat to the oil-exporting countries is not imminent; it is 
seen as a long-term danger which may or may not materialize, depending on 
the outcome of still unforeseeable developments. 


This outlook is based on a number of sound premises. First, neither the 
United States nor the Soviet Union is prepared to risk a nuciear war in 
order to acquire easier access to or greater control over the world's oil 
supplies. In varying degrees, both superpowers are capable of maintain- 
ing an adequate supply of energy, even if international supplies are cut; 
however great the disruption to their economies, war vould not necessarily 
break out. 


The Soviet occupation of Afghanistan has moreover brought relief from ten- 
sion in an unexpected quarter--Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Qatar, Kuwait and 
Bahrain have suddenly found themselves siding with Iran in denouncing the 
Soviet move. To an extent, therefore, the growing pressure on relations 
between Iran and the Arab Gulf states has been dissipated. 


Developments since the invasion have moreover enhanced the thaw in rela- 
tions. In particular, the election of Abol Hassan Bani-Sadr to the Presi- 
dency of Iran--fully endorsed by Ayatollah Khomeini--and his stated inten- 
tion to install post-revolution normality to the country are factors which 
have given some comfort to Arab Gulf leaders. 


This became clear at last week's meeting of Islamic Foreign Ministers in 
the Pakistani capital, which adopted a Saudi-inspired resolution to pro- 
tect Iran from the effects of an American boycott. The decision was ap- 
proved by Iran with an enthusiasm not previously seen for initiatives 
taken by foreigners. 
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Finally, and most important, the Arab Gulf states and Iran perceived in 
the Soviet invasion a greater threat to Islam than their own factional 
religious differences. These differences have largely been eclipsed 
therefore in a closing of Islamic ranks and a move towards cooperation 
in place of confrontation. 


It would nevertheless be hasty to conclude from the above that the Gulf 
will remain a haven of peace in a troubled world and that oil will continue 
to flow from the region without interruption. 


First, the Palestinians are becoming increasingly dissatisfied as a result 
of recent developments and they are afraid that their cause may be sub- 
merged by regional strategic considerations. Most of all, they fear a 
tacit alliance between the Gulf states and the United States, resulting 
from the fears of the former of confrontation with the USSR. The Gulf 
countries might feel that the only way they can stand up to the Soviet 
Union is to seek guarantees from the United States, for which they would 
be willing to offer support on other fundamental issues. 


Should this occur, the Palestinians would be left with only one effective 
ally in the Arab world, Syria, and only one major international supporter, 
the Soviet Union. They clearly cannot accept the risk of isolation which 
this entails and will do anything possible to avert it. 


The best option open to the Palestinians is to ensure that interest in 
their cause focusses on the identification of Palestinian rights with the 
availability of Arab oil. Im the past, the oil weapon has been brandished 
but never really used, even during the embargo of 1973. Libya continued 
shipping oil to the United States at that time and crude from the Arab 
countries of the Gulf reached the United States through Okinawa. It was 
revealed subsequently that there was no serious icterruption of American 
supplies. 


The situation today is drastically different. In 1973, the Arabs had 
made some progress on the military front and were, in principle at least, 
unanimously ranged against Israei. Today, Egypt is no longer against 
Isreal, even if it is not actively allied with it. In the meantime, the 
Palestinians have lost enormous human and material resources as a result 
of the civil war in Lebanon and as the 1970s came to a close, they were 
at loggerheads with Libya. 


The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan threatens the Palestinians with isola- 
tion as it has strengthened rapprochement between Gulf states and already 
created an invisible alliance between them and U.S. attitudes if not 
formally with the government in Washington. 


The Palestinians can be expected to try to identify their cause even closer 
with the availability of Arab oil or to go for bust. And in the latter 
event, oil routes and installations could suffer devastating damage. The 
scales have tipped too far on one side and a time~bomb is ticking away. 
Perhaps some Arab Gulf leaders will heed this danger and take steps to 
avert the consequences. But as yet there is no sign that there they are 
aware of it. 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 





PROJECTS PROPOSED FOR ARAB DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE 


Paris AN NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 4 Feb 80 pp 5-7 


[Text] The following is the third part of a list of proposals 
submitted to the main Arab development assistance 
funds fur their consideration and contains details of 
projects for which African countrics are seeking financial 
aid. 

The init of propusals submitied by Arad countries 
was published in this newsletter’s January 21 issue and 
the first part of the African list in our January 28 issue. 
There is not enough space in this week's issue to include 
details of projects suggested by Asian countries and 
these will therefore be published in our February 12 
issue. 

Funds are referred to by their ‘aitials, as follows: 
Saudi Fund for Development (SFD), Arab Bank for 
Economic Development in Africa (HADEA), Abu Dhabi 
Fund for Arab Economic Development (ADFAED), 
Kuwait Fund for Arab Econumic Development 
(KFAED), Islamic Development Bank (IDB), Arab Fund 
for Economic and Sucial Development (AFESD) and the 
OPEC Special Fund. . 

Readers should note that the Kuwaiti Disar is 
worth $3.674 at current rates and the Saudi Rial $0.297. 





Country and Funds) Total cost Status 
Project (mullion) 
Mali , 
Hamburi-Jaw road SFD, AFESD, KFAED announced that it will: 
OPEC Special send special team to decide on the 

. = e Fund, IDB project in the light of its findings. 

uyumza-Kagetmaha road SFD Both projects have finance gaps. 
Project and Kigali hospital Other funds were asked to 

‘ contribute. 











Guinea 


Konkouré dam and aluminum KFAED 
smelter 


Jokido-Lezerco road SFD 


Guines Bissau 
Bissau port KFAED 


~~ 


Sugar cane cultivation and AFESD 
processing crop into sugar 

Comiry complex for indus- 

trial and agricultural 

production 


Oil products storage 
project 


Jambi dam SFD 
Bissau-Shuli-Kabo road 

Rice cultivation 

Senegal 


Phosphate fertilisers plant _ IDB, AFESD 


Dakar drydock 


Uganda 
Poultry and fish farming AFESD 


$ 1,500 


$ 81 


$ 16.5 





Study for the smelter was due for 
completion by the end of last year. 
SID, ADI-ALD and IDB are also 
considering project. 


Feasibility study prepared by SFD 
completed. SR 100 million devoted 
to the project. IDB interested and 


was given copy of the study. 





Study prepared by KFAED com- 
pleted project to be ready for 
financing in 1981. 


AFESD financing study which is 
not yet completed. 


IDB announced it will fill S 10 
million financial gap. 


IDB considering the finance of 
project appraisal. KFAED requested 
additional information. GPEC 
Special Fund requested information 
on IDB’s projects in the country. 


Small finance z2ps ~xist in these 
projects. OPEC Special Fund and 
ADFAED requested additional 
information. 


KFAED has not decided on its 
contribution. 


IDB ann ounced it is considering 
contribution while « ther funds 
are invited to take ; art. 


The project was submitted for con- 
sideration and assessment. 











Upper Volts . 


Road project KFAED coordinating finance with 
World Bank. ADFAED and SFD 
° requested additional information. 
Gok wn development $45 IDB will send a special team to 
Togo assess the project this month. 
Lomi airport KFAED KFAED announced that the 


study for the project has neared 
completion. ADFALD requested 
additional information while SI) 
earmarked $33.5 million for the 
project; finance gap expected. 


OW plant _KFAED reassessing project, higher 
cost expected. Project will be 
examined by other funds. OPEC 
Special Fund and IDB requested 
additional information. 


Cement plani SFD $ 130 SFD's contribution SR 50 million. 
SFD coordinating with IDB which 
is considering contribution to the 
project. Other funds’ contribu- 


tions imvited. 
Mauritius . 
(unspecified) SFD SR 16.3 SFD has devoted the sum to 
finance development projects. 
Mozambique 
Talbobo valley KFAED KFAED considering contribution. 
development 
Niger | 
Swinsh ar (phase I!) KFAED, OPEC KD 25 Other funds invited to take 
Wal uraniuin mines Special Fund part in the finance. ADFAED 
development | requested additicnal information. 
Tilabiree sugar plant ADFAED $110 _ IDB interested 
Rwanda 
Airport development KFAED withdrew offer of finance 
as financial requirements were 


secured. 
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BRIEFS 


SAUDI-UAE TRADE--9n Febrvu2ry 25, 1980, the mixed Saudi-UAE ecouwomic commission 
will meet in Abu Dhabi, to decide on how to proceed in the application of the 
economic agreement which was signed ap< approved by the two governments. The 
agreement, signed in June 1978, urges the two countries facilitate the move- 
ment of the citizens from one country to the other and permits each country's 
citizens to live, work and engage in economic activities in the other country. 
The agreement recognises also the rights of the citizens of both countries 

to property and inheritance in accordance with the laws of the cov™' 

residence. It exempts agricultural. animal and industrial products. and aw 
materials from taxes. [Text] (Beirut THE ARAB WORLD WEEKLY in Eng !ish 

9 Feb 80 p 15] 
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AFGHANISTAN 


MOSCOW'S MOTIVES FOR AFGHAN INVASION PROBED 
Cv.ro AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 16 Jan 80 pp 11, 12 
{Article by Maha "Abd-al-Fattah: "The Hidden Secret in Afghani:tan"] 


[Text] Although hundreds of lines and thousands of letters and words 
presented and dealt with the horror of events in Afghanistan, the 
following important question remains pending without a definitive answer, 
awaiting whatever clues the passage of time may provide. 


Why did Moscow shamefully violate one of the primary and most important 
international principles--that of respecting the integrity of the terri- 
tory of other nations? Moscow no doubt realized in advance the fact that 
world reaction against it would be strong, and that it would inevitably 
suffer harmful material consequences. Moscow knew that it would also 
suffer moral damages, most importantly deformation of its imaze in the 
world as a leader of the socialist camp. No terms in the vccabulary of 
progressive double-talk or army excuses would do to remedy such 
deformation. 


Russia's “objective,” therefore, must have been stronger than any 
deterrent it faced or any consequences it anticipated. This "objective" 
must have been more important than all the principles Russia had promoted 
and all the stock positions it had taken. This is how the Russians must 
have calculated: "Let there be some world reaction; everything will calm 
down after a while. The deterrents of the United States are known: there 
would either be a delay or a postponement of Congress's ratification of 
the Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty; there would be a setback for the 
policy of detente; or there would be a temporary return to the Cold War 
era. All these things put together are not worth [the risk] of losing 
"the objective.'" What might this objective be? 


The answer is in one of only two possibilities: The Soviets are actually 
preparing themselves to gain control of the oil resources in the not too 
distant future, or at least to be in a position to cut off the oil routes 
to the West any time they wish. Or, the matter of the downfall of the 

Marxist regime in Afghanistan is quite intolerable to Moscow, because the 





establishment of an alternative Islamic regime may arouse or stir up the 
dormant emotions of millions of Moslems who reside in the Soviet Union 
close to the borders of Afghanistan and Iran. 


This means that Moscow trembles at the prospect of such currents in the 
Middle East, because they inevitably carry the threat of awakening feel- 
ings across the border. This would pose a threat to the alliance of 
Soviet republics on the alliance's home turf. It would pose a threat of 
disintegration of the alliance from within. In the Soviet view since the 
creation of the USSR, such an eventuality cannot be tolerated or even 
contemplated at all. 


In my judgment, the mere fact that this possibility has arisen in the 
wake of the successive events in Iran and Afghanistan was by itself an 
adequate motive for the Soviets to cast off all the masks of well-known 
Soviet hypocrisy, even if Moscow were to appear in its ugliest form as 
a major tyrannical power, trampling over the independence of another 
neighboring state, and violating the sanctity of its territory in the 
midst of a civil war. 


What principles can justify such blatant aggression? The world has not 
known such aggression in its modern history, except when Hitler overran 
the Rhineland in 1936 and lit the first spark that led to a world war 

3 years liter. 


Russia is probably counting on the fact that the world in this age may 
come to a boiling point, but then calm down quickly. This has already 
happened in different ways in Angola, then in Ethiopia and, for some 
time, in Somalia. It happened in Aden which has been turned into a full- 
fledged Soviet base. Why would it not also happen in Afghanistan? 


But the situation with Afghanistan is different--or so it must be. 
Afghanistan has the most important part in the most important act of the 
big power play. This is because it constitutes the link between Central 
Asia to the Indian subcontinent. 


A look at the map of the area and a quick review of history should enable 
us to clarify the hidden secret in Afghanistan, which lies on the southern 
borders of Soviet territory rich in oil and having a vastly Moslem popula- 
tion. For the Russians, Afghanistan is a buffer zone protecting Russia 
from the infiltration of Islamic revival movements that are sweeping the 
Middle East. But this is not the whole secret. Al that separates Afghan- 
istan from the Gulf, which contains the source of ‘ife and blood for the 
advanced, industrial societies, are territories inhabited by the Baluchi 
tribes. These are semi-nationalistic tribes who are anxious to maintain 
their identity, perhaps because they are spread along the borders of several 
countries in the area, namely Pakistan, Iran and A‘ghanistan. 














Thus, an open route to a port on the Baluchi coast would provide the Soviet 
fleet, which has been in a state of continu2>us expansion for the last 3 
years, an ideal base. From this Baluchi base, the Soviet flecc could pose 
a direct threat to the Straits of Hormuz--the bottleneck through which most 
of the oil of the Gulf passes on its way to the West. 


This would net be the only benefit of a small port on the coast of Baluchi 
territory. It would also provide easy access to the Indi... Ocean and 

crucial advantages for the control of both the Middle East and the Far f 
East from a central point. 


If the matter requires further clarification or persuasion, let us review 
the pcsition of the Soviet pincers which have enveloped the northern tiers 
of the West's defense, namely Iran and Turkey. We find first of all that 
in Aden, the Soviets are so firmly entrenched that they cannot be budged 
or driven out without direct warfare. The situation is similar in Ethiopia 
to the south, and now in Afghanistan to the east. And in between the steel 
jaws of these pincers now lie the Gulf and the Arabian Peninsula. 


What can be done now to counteract these conditions which constitute 
established facts? What would be the appropriate reaction of the other 
superpower, or of the countries of the area that fear for their indepen- 
dence and stability, as the big power play heats up and approaches an 
explosive point when one of the two parties begins to hit {the other] 
below the belt? 


What is the wise course of action to take in the face of the conduct of 
the Kremlin? This is a question for which there was an answer in one of 
the better known U.S. studies by George Kennan. Kennan said: “Facts 
speak louder than words to the Kremlin. Mere words carry no weight and 
have no value, unless they are shored up by deeds.” This was Kennan's 
word of advice which he wrote in 1947. It is still considered good 
counsel for all times. 


Since it is quite unlikely that the United States would send U.S. forces 

to Afghanistan to fight side-by-side with the Moslem rebels and help get 

the Soviets out of Afghanistan by force, the only alternative course left 

is to try to impose economic, political and moral sanctions. However, the 

most dangerous of all possible responses to follow is to make empty threats 

and a lot of noise, as happened following the discovery of Soviet troops ° 
in Cuba, while the Soviet action continued unchecked on its course. 


Let us, nevertheless, follow the peaceful sanctions that Carter did set 
down to penalize the Soviet Union for its invasion of Afghanistan. These 
begin with suspending the shipments of wheat and stopping the flow of 
modern technology and commercial goods, and go as far as boycotting the 
Olympic games. The Soviet Union is now making preparations for the honor 

of hosting the games this summer. An effective military dimension was 
added afterwards, namely military [preparedness], even in joint consultation 











with China. There was also insinuation of United States readiness to supply 
China with modern military equipment. This would be considered an effec- 
tive threat to the Seviet Union. The United States may resort to this 
threat as a weapon of last resort, even if it should appear to be incon- 
sistent with its basic strategy in Asia with regard to China. 


Are all these U.S. measures sufficient to confront the concrete actions 
of the Soviets which are strengthening their grip on Afghanistan as each 
day goes by? The reliance on Afghan rebels to continue a war of attri- 
tion against Soviet power is uncertain. Despite the historically memor- 
able courage of the mountain people, force does overpower courage, 
especiaily in an era in which the outcome of battles is always decided 
by [superior] weapons. 


At this point, I would like to refer to a story with a serious moral, as 
related by the well-known U.S. writer and commentator Sulzberger in one 
of his latest articles. Sulzberger said that Afghanistan's former 

King Mohammad Zahir Shah assured him once during a conversation in 1950 
that communism could not achieve any success in Afghanistan because it 
was against Islam. Mohammad Dawud Khan who carried out the coup against 
his cousin, the former king, and established the first republic in the 
country, also assured Sulzberger that Afghanistan would be the las* coun- 
try in the world to ever turn communist. 


There is a lesson to be learned here. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


CARTER'S REMARKS ON DRA CRITICIZED 
BK270721 Kabul NEW TIMES in English 17 Feb 80 p 2 BK 


[Editorial: "Carter's Remarks Deplorable”] ‘ 
. 

[Text] The Council of Ministers, chaired by Babrak Karmal, general secretary 
of PDPA CC, president of RC and Prime Minister of DRA, in a statement issued 
last Thursday, strongly denounced and ‘rejected the U.S. chief executive's 
interpretation of the events in Afghanistan as reflected in his state of union 
message to congress. 


It is a matter of profound regret to note that Carter has interpreted the 
heroic rise of the people of Afghanistan against the oppressive and despotic 
rule of Hafizollah Amin, the hangman, and his sanguinary band as an end to 
the independence of sovereign Afghanistan. 

It is deplorable if Mr. Carter purposely ignores the crystal clear facts 
about situation in Afghanistan just to meet the objectives of the White 
House in this part of the world. 


The U.S. chief executive has voiced his sympathy once again towards the cruel 
rule of the blood-thirsty Amin and his arrogant band. It is indeed not 
astonishing to see why Mr. Carter closes his eyes to the massacres Amin and 
his bloody-hounds carried out in this country. 


We would like to attract once against President Carter's attention to the 
sad fact that Amin and his band not only put thousands of our noble people 
into jails but also murdered a large number of the citizens of this country. 
He exterminated hundreds of thousands of our best and knowledgeable people 
including clergy, workers, doctors, scholars, elders, dignitaries, and men 
of letters. During his rule a reign of terror and suffocation prevailed 

all over the country. No one could feel safe and secure in his own homeland. 
Amin and men connected with him struck a heavy blow to the very foundation 
of the economy of the country and spent lavishly the public money just to 
keep up his reign of terror in Afghanistan. 


In effect he had no mercy on the true and patriotic sons of this land. 
killing anyone he did not like. He and his band spared no effort to wipe 
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out all his opponents. He crushed ruthlessly any opposition and resistance 
shown against him and his cruel rule. A large number of our countrymen 
left the country to escape his gallows. 


Considering all these crimes, one may ask why does Mr. Carter make ballyhoos, 
express sympathy, grief and concern over the fall of Amin and his band and 
the death penalty he received from the revolutionary tribunai and the angry 
people of Afghanistan, the people who will never forget the tortures and 
pains they suffered during the cruel rule of Amin, the hangman. Of course, 
the answer is clear and evident: it is because the White House has, in 
effect, lost its agent forever in a country where the people have risen 
firmly against the oprressicn, despotism, colonialism and foreign domination. 
They are prepared to build a new society to serve their just cause and 
interests. They are determined not to allow any rmwre the exploiters end 
colonial forces to suck their blood on the pretext of rendering service 

to them. 


We wonder why the J.S. President did not come out to warn Amin and his cruel 
band against the inhumane crimes they committed towards the defenceless 
people of Afghanistan. Furthermore, isn't it ridiculous to see that on the 
one hand the U.S. administration expresses its concern over the events in 
Afghanistan and on the other hand it trains, in collusion with China, 
terrorists to carry out terrorist activities and provocative acts inside 
the territory of object to destabilise the situation in the country? 


The people of Afghanistan are indeed very happy that with the beginning of 
the new phase of the Sawr revolution a strong blow has been delivered to 
the cruel rule of Amin. 


While we warn U.S. imperialism against all the provocations it has sparked 
off, we, as an independent and sovereign state, give no one the right to 
dictate or impose upon us any social and political system which is not in 
the interest of the majority of our people. 


CSO: 4920 











AFGHANISTAN 


INDIAN-AFGHAN RELATIONS 
BK270641 Kabul NEW TIMES in English 12 Feb 80 p 2 BK 
{Editorial: "“India--A Close Friend of DRA"] 


{Text} At the end of the visit of the special envoy of India, Shalendra 
Kumar Singh, to Afghanistan a statement has been issued which pledges to 
deepen the very close and friendly ties between Afghanistan and India 
with a view to reinforcing the traditional friendly relations between the 
Afghan and Indian peoples. 


The circumstances which prompted Mr. Singh's visit are the clear and blatant 
interference of the United States and China in the internal affairs of 
Afghanistan and the U.S. campaign to rearm Pakistsn and turn it into an 
arsenal in this region. Imperialism and its collaborators are raising a 
false ballyhoo over the legitimate Soviet aid to Afghanistan and using it 

as a cover for their own obnoxious designs. 


India is well aware of the consequences of Mr. Carter's attempt to pump 
arms to Pakistan as it has a bitter experience of invasion of its borders 
on three occasions from Pakistan and one flagrant misdemeanor by China. 


Today the United States and China are collaborating with Pakistan and train- 
ing terrorists, dacoits and mercenaries for sabotage inside Afghanistan. 

The training is being imparted on the other side of the Durand line. They 
are equipped with arms for subversive activities against Afghanistan in an 
attempt to damage the revolution of the people of Afghanistan. The 

peoples of India and the entire region and the progressive world are fully 
aware of the U.S. designs in setting up aggressive organisations like SEATO 
and CENTO against nonaligned and independent countries. 


The special Indian envoy to Kabul discussed long-ranging subjects and issues 
of international importance with the concerned authorities in Afghanistan. 
He was also received by Babrak Karmal to whom he conveyed a message from 
Mrs. Indira Gandhi. India has made it clear-on a number of occasions that 
it does not want the situation to escalate from a cold war to a hot war 
engulfing the whole region. Like Afghanistan, India too, wants the situa- 
tion to cool down and tension relaxed and during the discussions between 

S. K. Singh and concerne? authorities of Afghanistan, it was stressed that 
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eve~, effort should be made to defuse the dangerous and tense situation in 
the region created due to disturbing reaction by some powers over develop- 
ments in Afghanistan which are internal matters of this country. 


India is duly concerned at the developments taking place in the imperialist 
camp and a while ago Mrs. Gandhi had herself expressed grave concern over 
the situation when she said, "It is not the quantum of arms that is the main 
issue, the main issue is “he very act and the U.S. attitude. She has also 
said that resumption of arms to Pakistan is a matter of great concern to 
india. Mrs. Gandhi is rightly concerned because U.S. arms were used against 
India on various occasions despite U.S. assurances to that couutry. 


The statement reiterates that the limited contingents of the Soviet armed 
forces stationed in Afghanistan upon the request of its government are in 
conformity with the December 5, 1978 treaty between Afghanistan and Soviet 
Union, and would be withdrawn as soon as the continued external armed 
intervention ceases. It should be added here that wide circles in India 
are fully aware of the circumstances that led the Afghan leadership to ask 
for the Soviet aid. 


In the statement Afghanistan as a peace-loving country like India has re- 
iterated its stand to solve its problems with Pakistan through peaceful 
and amicable negotiations without resorting to use of force, provided 
Pakistan reciprocates. The Afghan side also confirmed the commitment to 
nonalignment principles embodied in the UN Charter and to live in peace 
particularly with its neighbours, the USSR, India, Pakistan, Iran and others. 


The visit of Mr. Singh contributed further to strengthening of already 
friendly relations between the two countries. India is cooperating with 
Afghanistan in a number of agricultural and power projects and the statement 
calls for further expansion of cooperation in various fields, particularly 
in the economic and techrical spheres. 


CSO: 4920 
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ALGERIA 


CONFLICTING POLITICAL FORCES AT WORK IN ALGERIA 
Emergence of Ruling Troika 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 11 Jan 80 pp 22-24 


[Article in a series: "Algeria in the Period of Discord." The Ruling 
Troika; Merbah in the Footsteps of Bouteflika; the Moslem Brothers are an 
Organized Political Force in Algeria; the Berber Nationality Is Developing 
a Regional Ideology Encouraged by France. ] 


[Text] At this same time last year Algeria entered a political power vacuum, 
with late President Houari Boumediene stretched out in the intensive care 

unit of Mustafa Pasha Hospital. Algerians divided their attention between 
this room and the Defense Ministry, which was transformed into headquarters 
for meetings of the National Revolution Command Council. It was not long 
before President Boumediene passed away, and the competition for the succes- 
sion began. Contrary to the expectations of observers and the fears of 
Algerians, matters progressed peacefully without any violence or bloodshed. 
The new president was installed in office in an atmosphere of national together- 
ness, or as one diplomat put it an atmosphere of "national dread." Thanks 

to the army officers’ stand, the constitution was applied according to the 
almanac which Boumediene had drawn up. But now, a year after Boumediene's 
death, can it be said that the struggle for the succession has actually ended, 
and that matters have been settled in favor of President Chadli Bendjedid? 
What is the real post-Boumediene political map of Algeria? In what direction 
is the coming phase pointing? What about Former President Ben Bella? And 
foreign policy trends? The economic situation? The Sahara War? All these 
questions will be answered in a series of special articles, which AL-HAWADITH 
will begin publishing in this issue. 


Political wit is a new phenomenon in the Algerian street, and it gained 
surprising vitality during the "National Charter" debates of 1977. It was 
felt at the time to represent a formal change in the "Boumedienist" system 
of government. Thus, conflicts surfaced from an internal, silent and in most 
cases violent strife, onto a political arena with political factions, more 
open conflict, and better defined issues subject to wider popular debate. 
Algeria's "current" political wit is tough; in fact, it has the toughness 

of the violent Algerian personality. Perhaps the most outstanding, most 
widespread joke is the one which says, “Acting on higher ordevs, someone 
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wrote on late leader Houari Boumediene's tomb in the al-‘Aliyah cemetery of 
Algiers, ‘the right man in the right place.'" This was the slogan which 
President Chadli Bendjedid adopted and promoted in the re-examination of the 
workings of some Algerian Government agencies and sectors. 


The fact is that during the past few months, these “jokes” centered on a 
series of rumors and criticisms directed by some sectors of the government 
against other sectors. It became pl:in, common knowledge that the present 
Algerian Government is divided into two factions. One faction speaks of 
continuing in the footsteps of President Boumedieue and in keeping with the 
National Charter. This faction i\as a socialist orientation, while retaining 
and supporting the private sector and promoting a sort of reconciliation 
between the right and the left. I, is represented by President Chadli Bendjedid 
Party Coordinator Col Mohamed Salah Yahiaoui, and Army Inspector General Col 
Belhouchet. The second faction calls for following a liberal line intended 

to limit the growth of the public sector and reduce its size on the one hand, 
and achieve greater openness to the west, especially France, on the other 

hand. This faction is represented by Secretary General of the Defense Ministry 
and former head of Military Intelligence Col Kasdi Merbah, Political Bureau 
Member and Former Head of the Security Forces Ahmed Draia, Political Bureau 
Member Ahmed Taleb Ibrahimi, and others. 


In spite of the existence of these two factions on the political level, it is 
difficult to say whether there are ideological differences or affiliations 
behind them. The political game alone, and the vacuum following the departure 
of Boumediene, under whose banner everyone had rallied, are the reasons for 
the existence of these two factions. In order to make this clear, the 
following points should be made: 


1. When the succession issue was brought up before President Boumediene died, 
Revolution Command Council Member Ahmed Draia nominated Abdelaziz Bouteflika 
for the republican presiaency, inasmuch as he was Algeria's most outstanding 
personality at home and abroad. After Col Ahmed Ben Charif's famous stand 
protesting Bouteflika's nomination (and proposing himself), Yahiaoui began 

to speak and surprised everyone by saying, "The one who should be nominated 

is our army coordinator, so that the army's unit and national unity can be 
preserved." Thus Yahiaoui moved from a defensive position, where he was 
accused of wanting to create trouble and schism, to an offensive position 
where he won everyone's approval. Thus, Col Chadli was actually nominated. 


2. When Chadli Bendjedid was elected president of the republic and secretary 
general of the National Liberation Front (FLN), many people, including senior 
officials, believed that he would never actually rule, and that Boumediene's 
extensive powers would be distributed among centers of power and influence in 
the state. While the security agencies, in nominating Bouteflika, had aspired 
to play the role of shadow government, inasw::ch as Bouteflika had little 
influence in the army, they revived their aspi-ations with respect to President 
Chadli Bendjedid. However, the latter surpric<cd and baffled everyone, because 
he actually ruled and matters did not slip out of his hands. This could be 
seen in the way he dismissed Minister of Light Industry (formerly Petroleum 
Minister) Ahmed Ghozali from the government--signalling him with his finger 

to leave the cabinet meeting room. It was an order. 
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3. The Algerian army played the deciding role during President Boumediene's 
illness and deat’. It vetoed Abdelaziz Bouteflika and insisted on “binding 
application of the provisions of the constitution.” It was represented in 
significant numbers at the FLN congress and in the central committee which 
was elecced at the congress. But it subsequently became clear that for the 
present at least, it did not aspire to direct political rule. It preferred 

to retain the role of pressure-exerter for or against favorable or unfavorable 
orientations, as the ease may be. 


4. Boumediene's illness, which had led to his absence from the government for 
close to 3 months, proved that the framework of the state and its organizations 
were extremely strong. In fact, Boumediene succeeded in building up a huge, 
strong apparatus for the state organizations, while keeping all political 

power to himself. Thus, the administrative and technocratic set-up remained 
strong after his departure, while an important vacuum in political leadership 
was observed. Yahiaoui tried to fill it by building up strong party frameworks, 
but this operation is not yet complete. 


In light of these facts, it now appears that the troika composed of Chadli, 
Yahiaoui and Belhouchet is the actual ruler. Yahiaoui seems to be the big 
winner in this, since he succeeded not only in keeping his adversary Abdelaziz 
Bouteflika out of the presidency but also in removing him from the Foreign 
Ministry, where he was in the spotlight. Thus, even though Bouteflika remained 
a member of the FLN political bureau, he moved into the shadows, if he did not 
depart altogether, for he attended only one meeting of the political bureau 
after his removal from the Foreign Ministry. Bouteflika is now "struggling" 
against illness, shuttling between Paris and Geneva. He has settled down and 
devoted himself to commercial and political projects, including entering the 
printing and publishing field in Paris. It is the same with Ahmed Draia, 
Bouteflika's main ally, who was absent from the political bureau's meetings 
for some time and, therefore, was said to have been removed. But Draia 
reappeared and resumed attending the political bureau meetings. His presence 
was noted at the funeral of Col Yahiaoui's sister, where he warmly greeted 
Yahiaoui. This led to the circulation of strong rumors that a serious rap- 
prochement had begun between Yahiaoui and Draia, and that Yahiaoui had succeeded 
in disengaging Draia from his alliance with Bouteflika. However, it is hard 
to accept the truth of these rumors. 


The removal of Bouteflika and Draia led to the emergence of Lt Col Kasdi Merbah, 
who rose to the rank of colonel, and who was considered one of Boumediene's 
closest companions. It was noted at the beginning of President Chadli's rule 
that Merbah was one of the men very close to him, to the point where he attended 
most of Chadli's official meetings. However, this closeness cooled off when 
Chadli insisted on governing by himself and when conflict surfaced between 
Merbah and Yahiaoui this prevented Merbah's anticipated appointment as defense 
minister, and led to his mere appointment as secretary general of the Defense 
Ministry when Chadli held on to the ministry. Merbah was besieged even in 

his position as secretary general of the Defense Ministry, especially after 

the appointment of Col Belhouchet as army inspector general and the appointment 
of pro-Yahiaoui Boumedienist officers to head military districts. These 
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included Kemal Abderrahim, who was promoted to colonel and succeeded Chadli in 
the Second Military District (Oran); Hadjeres, who remained at the Fifth 
Military District (Constantine); Atailia, in the First Military District; and 
Kiialed Nezzar, in the Special Military District (Bechar). 


Merbah's relationship with all these officers had apparently become strained 
for a number of reasons, among them his opposition to Hadjeres' accession 

to membership in the political bureau during the last party congress. Merbah's 
influence over military intelligence was due to his being a faithful follower 
of Boumediene. But with Merbah’s removal from military intelligence, this 
influence has greatly weakened. It is also worth mentioning that, as of 1972, 
his predecessor as secretary of the Defense Ministry was authorized by presi- 
dential decree to sign on behalf of the defense minister. But no similar 
authority for Merbah has yet been published in the official gazette. However, 
this has not prevented him from aspiring to play a principal role in the army, 
so much so that he submitted a list of 60 senior officers for appointment as 
heads of national agencies, on the grounds that this was the only way to get 
those organizations out of their laxity and chaos. But this proposal was 
unequivocally rejected by the political bureau. It is said that Merbah's 

aim was to bring the army into the government agencies and, therefore, into 
direct political life. This would have created a new situation with unfor- 
seeable consequences within both the army and political life. 


It is rumored in Algeria that Merbah is now trying to pension off a group of 
officers and non-commissioned officers--veterans of the Algerian liberation 
army~-to induce them to work in the private sector, now that they have succeeded 
in collecting enough capital to enable them to do 30. This could actually 
happen, especially as, some of them started making small investments during 

the regime of President Boumediene. 


Behind this insistence on such measures, there is a significant awareness that 
the existing structure o: the Algerian army will help the Chadli-Yahiaoui 
regime. The top echelon of the Algerian army consists of liberation army 
officers who went to the Cherchel Military Inter-Service School and graduated 
as military professionals. Their previous connection with the military pro- 
fession was limited to participation in the armed liberation movement. This 
"professional" qualification was accomplished at the school which was run by 
Mohamed Saleh Yahiaoui, who was able to establish good relations with then, 
especially as they were unable to realize their potential outside the Boumediene 
context. This is precisely what induced these officers to stand behind 
Yahiaoui. As for the other officers, including professionals who are not 
exactly in the top echelon, but have important ranks and privileges, they 
somewhat automatically declared their loyalty to their immediate commander 

Col Chadli, especially as the navy was under his command when he was responsible 
for the Western Military Region (Oran). 


Let us back up a little bit. Yahiaoui is now exposed to a wave of harsh 
criticisms and accusations. It is said that the men behind it are Merbah, 
Draia and Ahmed Taleb Ibrahimi. This is the same Ibrahimi who was elevated 
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and rammed through as a member of the political bur ‘au oy Yahiaoui. 

Dr Ibrahimi, who holds the post of minister covnselor to the president, now 
apparently enjoys good relations with President Chadii. It is probably 
this crack which maites some people say that in the near future Chadli might 
represent a third faction calling for Algerian-style socialism! 


The criticism of Yahiaoui found an outlet during what is called the social 
purification or cleansing campiuign decreed by the political bureau to fight 
social ills such as crime, theft, immorality, lawlessness, non-compliance with 
traffic signals and regulations, and hanging laufidry out the windows. Violence 
and harshness were used in this campaign, which was carried out by a new, 
special group of graduates from the police school, assisted by police dogs 

and clubs. Many incidents occurred, especially as such an order cannot be 
carried out overnight. This led information agencies to criticise the manner 
in which the campaign was being carried out. The campaign's violent methods 
were halted as soon as President Chadli returned from the nonalined conf<rence 
in Havana. The rumors and formal criticism say that Yahiaoui exploited Chadli's 
absence to launch this campaign to impose respect for authority, and to make 
some groups aware that authority is present and is capable of striking if 
matters so required. The same criticisms accuse Yahiaoui of trying to dominate 
the party and make it the effective force in the government to secure his power. 
However, in spite of the oppressive methods used in the purification campaign, 
the citizens tacitly approve it. 


While President Chadli demonstrated firmness in running the government, Yahiaoui 
demonstrated shrewdness in political action and kept his cool in spite of 
attacks which went so far as to claim that Yahiaoui had been eliminated or 
imprisoned. This forced President Chadli to invite Yahiaoui and his family 

to spend an entire day at his home, and to escort him personally from the 

car in the view of everyone, in order t) silence these rumors. 


Yahiaoui and Chadli felt that some information agencies were taking a hostile 
stand toward the party and Yahiaoui in particular. These include [the state] 
radio and television, which rarely broadcast anything about the party, and 
the official, Arabic-language paper AL-SHA'B, which along with radio and 
television, appears to be practically still subordinate to furmer Information 
Minister Dr Ahmed Taleb Ibrahimi. Therefore, President Chadli began studying 
a dossier on the information apparatus. Opinion is now running in favor of 
establishing a link between this apparatus and the party with the help of 
Information Minister Abdelhamid Mehri, Army Political Governor Lt Col Alleg, 
and Presidential Director of Information Dr Mahieddine Amimour. All of 

these are members of the party's central committee. 


In spite of Yahiaoui's shrewdness, observers feel that he has made many mistakes, 
which explain his poor choice in the selection of some officials for the party 
apparatus. For example, his appointment of Ali Ammar to head the ideology 
committee aroused indignation from the right and scorn from the left, even 
though Ammar is regarded as a leftist. Another mistake is the overwhelming 
preponderence of Arab elements over Berber elements among officials of the 
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party apparatus, while Berbers are beginning to espouse a regional ideology 
which hzs the full support of France. This incidentially, could serve the 
interests of Merbali, inasmuch as he comes from the Kabyle region. But at 

any rate, the majority of enlightened national elements call for more demoracy 
in the party i. order to forestall any ca’?l for separatism, and point out that ~ 
Algerian citizens from the Kabyle region occupy very important positions in 

the administration and the economy. 


Another problem besetting President Chadli‘s adminisiration is the problem of 
regionalism which is making itself felt on the political scene. Beouteflika 
started it all during Boumediene's illness, when he accused Yahiaoui of 
regionalism and charged that the pecple of western Algeria were oppress id. 

He went so far as to charge that all western Algerian officers are pensioned 
off as soon as they reach the rank of major. Even though the problez is 
alleviated by the fact that Col Chadli spent 15 years in Oran and was well- 
liked there, it has not disappeared, and sensibilities rise and fall with the 
political barometer. It was noted last May that the official paper Al- 
JUMHURIZaH published in Oran carried an eight-column banner headline (on the 
anniversary of the 8 March 1945 incidents which took place with particular 
intensity in Guelma and Setif in eastern Algeria) which said: "Marca 
incidents took place in western Algeria too." This was a reference to the 
fact that the western Algerians are always accused of not having suffered the 
same amount of hardship and oppression as the people of eastern and central 
Algeria! 


To overcome these difficulties, the intention has been to strengthen the party 
apparatus, expand its base, and open up membership to all elements of the 
political spectrum from right to left. So far, Yahiaoui has apparently 

su ceeded in consolidating his ties with leftist and Arab nationalist factions. 
It is not unlikely that he will also succeed with the moderate religious faction 
which he most urgently needs to confront the radical religious factions of the 
Moslem Brotherhood, the most important organized political force in Algeria. 

It is noteworthy that the casettes phenomenon has begun to spread rapidly 

in Algeria, this time represented by the cassettes of Mohamed Kashak, who 

has become very famous in Algeria. 


And now public attention is focussing on the extraordinary party congress which 
will meet to discuss the development plan. It was to have convened before 

the end of last year, but was postponed until the first half March. A major 
battle is anticipated among the technocrats, who are represented in the political 
bureau by Economic Committee Chairman Belaid Abdessalem and Foreign Minister 
Mohamed Sadek Ben Yahi, even though each works for his own account. While 

the current view is to halt the heavy industrialization plan and turn to other 
aspects such as declining agriculture, the housing crisis, communications 

and so forth, Abdessalem feels that it is essential to carry on with the 
industrialization plan, which, in the long run, will provide solutions for 

all other problems. However, it is clear that the first point of view will 
prevail, especially because Algeria's debts have risen sharply as a result 

of the industrialization plan, and because present inter-Africans are not 
encouraging with regard to future marketing possibilities. Therefore, the 
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coming congress is expected to be a "reexamination" congress, as President 
Chadli called it in his interview with French television. Chadli stressed 
that reexamination is one thing and retreat is another, affirming that there 
is no backing away from the earlier plan, and that reexamination is a phase, 
not a new plan. Who knows where it will lead? 


The party's central committee will meet in regular session early next week to 
make the final arrangements for the coming congress. Informed sources confirm 
that most of the documents have already been prepared. It is expected that 

the central committee will be expanded to 200 members. However, the important 
issue which has yet to be decided pertains to the composition of the political 
bureau, and whether President Chadli will make any changes in it, through sub- 
stitution of certain factions or expansion, or will keep it as it is, conflicting 
factions and all in what is still regarded to be a transition period. 


Dismissal of Minister of Light Industry 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 11 Jan 80 p 23 


[Text] The expulsion of Ahmad Ghozali from the government was the first of 
its kind in Algeria's history. It has been customary to relieve officials 
from their posts for health reasons or to allow them to devote themselves to 
some other (undefined) functions. The incident has attracted the attention of 
observers, especially as Ghozali was director of the (petroleum) company 
SONATRACH, which amounts to an independent agency not subject to the Finance 
Ministry, from the date of independence until he was appointed Minister of 
Petroleum and then Minister of Light Industry. 


Knowledgeable sources say that the problem dates back to 1969. In 1969, 
Ghozali signed contracts with a number of American companies to market Algerian 
natural gas, in an attempt to bypass the embargo which had been imposed on 
Algerian petroelum by a number of European nations, France in particular. 

This embargo was the reason for the agreement with the American companies on 
a low price for the gas, which did not begin to be marketed until February 
1979. In 1977, Ghozali started negotiations with the American companies to 
change the price and bring it in line with the prevailing prices of energy. 

He actually reached an agreement with them, but it was not signed because of 
President Boumediene'’s illness. After Boumediene's death and the accession of 
President Chadli Bendjedid, Ghozali was transferred to the Ministry of Light 
Industry and was replaced [at the Ministry of Petroleum] by Belkacem Nabi. 
Nabi completed the transactions for the new agreement which was signed 
immediately after its ratifications by the government. 


Two months later, the new minister [Nabi] implied in a television interview 
that Algerian gas had been sold at very low prices unitl he took over the 
Petroleum Ministry. This angered Ghozali who complained to the president, 
demanding an investigation. President Chadli promised to form a committee 

to conduct the investigation, but it never materialized. This led Ghozali to 
write a memorandum which he distributed to the members of the central committee. 
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He thereby angered the president who, without prior notice forbade Ghozali 
from entering the cabinet meeting room. This was seen as a blow directed 
[also] at Abdessalem Belaid. It is said that Belaid is now preparing a letter 
to President Chadli asking him to reconsider Ghozali's case. While nothing 
is expected to change regarding Ghozali, it appears certain that Belkacom Nabi 
will be removed in the next cabinet reshuffle. 


Ben Bella's Release 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 18 Jan 80 p 12 


[Article in a series: “Algeria in the Period of Discord." Ben Bella Prefers 
Leadership to Power, His Return to Power Would Depend or Welding Algerian 
Sympathies and Interests. } 


[Text] At a meeting held on 22 September 1979, the FLN political bureau 
decided to finally release former President Ahmed Ben Bella as of early 
November, and assigned Army Inspector General Col Belhouchet to visit Ben Bella 
and inform him of the decision. 


Belhouchet actually visited Msila on 27 September, dined with the former 
president and infomed him of the decision to finally release him from custody. 
There was a mutual understanding between the two that when the decree is 
implemented, Ben Bella would travel to his birthplace, Maghnia (situated in 
western Algeria on the Moroccan-Algerian borders), to spend some time in his 
home town with members of his family before deciding for himself where he would 
ultimately reside. 


On 30 October, President Chadli Bendjedid [signed] special orders lifting 
custody as of 1 or 2 November. 


It is now certain that after reaching President Chadli's office for [signature], 
the orders were held up in the same office prior to release for final imple- 
mentation with the knowledge and approval of President Chadli Bendjedid himself. 
What exactly happened’ Did the Algerian administration change its mind about 
the final release of Ahmed Ben Bella? 


Informed Algerian circles affirm that the decree was held up, or temporarily 
frozen, because of a split in the political bureau of the FLN over it, 

and the opposition of some of its members to the decree. Opposing it was 
Rabah Bitat, who was a colleague of Ben Bella, was one of the original leaders 
of the revolution, and is the only one of the original leaders still holding 
a leading position in the government although he was not a member of the 
Revolution Command Council. He became a member of the political bureau after 
Boumediene's death, and was acting president of the republic, in his capacity 
as president of the National People's Council (the parliament), until Chadli 
Bendjedid was elected to succeed Boumediene. Also opposing Ben Bella's 
release was Ahmed Taleb Ibrahimi, a member of the political bureau and 
minister counselor to the president, who is influential in religious circles, 
because he is the son of Shaykh Bashir Ibrahimi, and because of his contacts 
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while in the Ministries of Information and Culture. Other opponents of the 
release were Justice Minister Boualem Benhamouda; Defense Minister Secretary 
General Kasdi Merbah; former Minister of Agriculture, Tayebi Larbi who has no 
influence now; and, naturally, Abdelaziz Bouteflika who is now outside Algeria. 


Although the point of view calling for Ben Bella's release was led by 

Col Yahiaoui and Col Belhouchet, with the support of President Chadli Bendjedid, 
the opponents were able to temporarily influence Presidext Chadli Bendjedid 
through a clever argument submitted by Col Merbah at one of the meetings of 
the political bueau. He said, “If we release Ben Bella and treat him like 
an ordinary citizen, and he undertakes any action not in harmony with the 
National Charter, which he certainly will, we will be forced to return him 
to prison. This being so, I personally would prefer to keep him as he is, 
half free and half prisoner. And if we give him total freedom in the manner 
he desires, we will be treating him as an extraordinary citizen. This would 
open a loophole in the National Charter which could create dangers for the 
security of the regime whose magnitude we are not in a position to foresee at 
this time.” 


While this argument influenced President Chadli Bendjedid, who decided to wait 
cad see, it met with strong objections from Col Yahiaoui and Col Belhouchet. 
In fact, the latter considered that his personal honor was at stake, since he 
had given his word to Ben Bella during his visit to Msila. Accordingly, 
Belhouchet said that he would turn down the rank of "general" conferred upon 
him, although he was the first Algerian officer to become a general, unless 
Ben Bella was set completely free. 


Such a dispute in the Algerian administration leads one to question its real 
reasons and motives, especially since all of its principals were in Boumediene's 
administration. Not one of them had expressed any noteworthy opinions on 

this issue, with the exception of Bouteflika, who always took a hard line on 

Ben Bella, and Belhouchet, who was responsible for the military district in 
which Ben Bella's prison was situated, and who always wanted to make sure that 
Ben Bella was treated well. 


In their speculations on this matter, Algerian political circles acknowledge 
that the opponents of Ben Bella's release fear growth of his popularity and 

its threat to them should he return to power. In addition, some of them have 

a long-standing hatred for Ben Bella. As to the opposing faction, Belhouchet 
may be prompted by pure chivalry, but aside from chivalry, Yahiaoui is motivated 
by precise political calculations. 


This analysis differs from the prevailing view outside Algeria that Ben Bella 
will be returning to power shortly after his release. If so, why would some 
friends of Ben Bella abandon their leader now that opportunity is knocking? 


Some well-informed sources say that Ben Bella left the government through 
an army coup and could not return to power without another army coup. They 
add that the present army, by virtue of its training and composition, is still 
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loyal to the Boumediennist faction. Besides, there are very few Algerian 
army officers who are loval to Ben Bella. Most active army officers do not 
belong to Ben Bella's generation, but to the subsequent generation led by 
Boumediene and Yahiaoui. As to older officers who were in the liberation 
army, they do not back Ben Bella because of their present interests. Thus, 
Ben Bella could return to power by means of the army only in the event of a 
severe political crisis that could lead to a clash within the ranks of the army 
itself. In such a situation, the army would prefer to bring in Ben Bella as 
a man of national unity. But this appears unlikely, at least for the present, 
because the army officers have rallied behind the ruling troika of Chadli, 
Belhouchet and Yahiaoui. 


But who says that Ben Bella wants to return to power now? Thus commented 

and Arab diplomat in Algiers, who added: "Ben Bella's talks with his visitors 
do not indicate any desire to this sort. Rather, they indicate Ben Bella's 
strong aspiration to leadership, a broader leadership which transcends the 
borders of Algeria." 


The same ambassador makes an overall analysis of the situation which appears 
strange at first, since it contemplates the possibility of a future alliance 
between Ben Bella and Col Yahiaoui, whereby the former will have the leadership 
and the latter the power. The alliance would have the support of Belhouchet. 
According to the Arab amabassador, such a development would wnify Algerian 
sympathies and interests and would reconcile Ben Bella's aspiration for leader- 
ship with the administration's desire to stay in power. 


Even though Ben Bella's theoretical dissertations on democracy, the party, 
religion and Arabism actually coincide with Yahiaoui's recent views, such a 
scenario would require a very skillful director and actors fully satisfied 
with their roles. As for the audience, it is there, ready and willing to 
applaud. 


While Ben Bella's return to power is unlikely, his release will be a source 

of perpetual uneasiness for the regime, especially as the crises in living and 
social conditions are becoming more severe. If the next party congress does 
not come up with some new practical and rapidly effective steps, there will be 
a search for a substitute who would undertake to solve the crises. This would 
be in Ben Bella's interest, and if he choses to play the game, he would win 
under any circumstances. 


Therefore, if Ben Bella is not completely free before the March conference, 
President Chadli will have adopted Col Merbah's position, and Ben Bella's 
case well have been put off indefinitely. 
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Ben Bella's Views According to Visitors 


London AL—HAWADITH in Arabic 25 Jan 80 p 14 





[Article in a series: "Algeria in the Period of Discord." "Qom" of Algeria-- 
Island of freedom; in Ben Bella's Opinion, Rules Best Is He Who Rules Least. ] 


[Text] One of Ben Bella's friends described it as "an island of freedom in 
Algeria," adding: "No sooner do you open that door than you are transported 
to another world, subjectively and objectively liberated from whatever burdens 
your soul and prevents you from thinking freely." By "this island," he means 
the white villa where former Algerian President Ben Bella now lives, located 
in the town of Msila, 380 kilometers from the Algerian capital. 


On the ground floor (where a picture of Jamal ‘Abd-al-Nasir presides over 

the living room, next to a painting of the Holy Koran), Ben Bella receives 
his visitors, who come by the hundreds from all over Algiera. Because of the 
many visitors, people have begun calling the house "Qom," referring to 
Khomeyni'’s city. In Algeria it has become commonplace for one to hear some- 
one say, "I was in Qom yesterday," or "Are you going to Qom?" 


Ahmed Ben Bella appears obviously happy among these visitors. He greets all 

of them and asks each one his name, profession, what region he comes from 

and how he lives. Ben Bella's visitors can be divided into types, some are 
persons he knew previously and who come for social reasons to renew his 
acquaintance, reassure themselves as to his health, and congratulate him on 

his coming freedom. Others are popular delegations from the villages and 
ccuntryside, representing various professions and social strata. Most of them 
belong to the generation of the revolution. A significant number of senior 
state employees and army officers also come to visit him. It is said that 

by now seven ministers have visited him. This phenomenon has caused uneasiness 
among top state officials. It is rumored that number of senior employees 

and officials have been criticized on account of their visits, because continu- 
ation of such visits would make many people feel that Ben Bella is returning 

to power. Such feelings would rock the boat, and would become difficult to 
control after a while. 


Except for non-Algerians, all citizens are officially permitted to visit 

Ben Bella without inspection other than presenting identity cards on entering 
and getting them back on leaving. However, most of them are summoned 2 days 
later to security headquarters to make a statement on the nature of their visit. 
The odd questions asked of everyone are: "Do you know this man? How did you 
come to know him?" Most people laugh innocently. Who doesn't know the first 
present of of his country? 


As for Ben Bella, he still has his bright smile, and his neat, attractive 
appearance. His face is always shaven, and he wears a business suit with an 
elegant tie. In addition to his well-known fluency of speech, Ben Bella has 
a noticeable strong desire to talk. In fact, his long-standing craving to 
talk goes back to his first 3 years of imprisonment, which lasted until the 
end of 1967. 
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Most of his visitors eat with him. Whenever he enjoys someone's company 

he invites him to stay longer, to stay overnight, or to come again. As he 
does so, he assures his visitor that he has plenty of room to accomodate him. 
As he left, one visitor joked: "Ahmed is still looking for new friends in 
prison." 


His discussions with his visitors are never the same, and cover a wide range 

of subjects. He talks cautiously about hot domestic issues such as the 
agricultural revolution or the Western Sahara. He tried not to criticize 

the present or previous regime, but when he does, he tries to direct his 
criticism at a specific point or person. Politically speaking, his visitors 
are divided into leftist factions historically associated with him, and rightist 
groups who now think in terms of rallying behind him. The latter would try to 
take advantage of Ben Bella's emotional experience in prison and the current 
atmosphere created by Khomeyni's revolution to induce Ben Bella to assume a 
religious posture. 


Ben Bella's favorite subject is democracy, but he adapts it to Algeria's 
particular circumstances. He calls for popular councils, and has reservations 
about the parliamentary system, because, as he sees it, it gives the bourgeoisie 
an opportunity to increase its wealth and strengthen its political influence. 
The same goes for the multi-party system. He has reservations about it as well, 
and calls for rebuilding the FLN on new and better foundations. 


On this particular matter, Ben Bella insists that what he calls for is different 
from what ie taking place in Libya. He underscored this point as if he were 
afraid to be accused of being influenced by Qadhdhafi's ideas! On one occasion, 
a young intellectual accused him of having been a dictator in one way or 
another during his rule. An aroused Ben Bella replied: "I was accused of 
being [socialist], not dictatorial.--Who was dictatorial? Myself, or our 

late brother (meaning Boumedienne)?" Ben Bella then went into some self- 
criticism. He acknowledg,ed that many things happened about which he was not 
pleased. Question: "But how? Does that mean that you were powerless?" 
Answer: "Yes, in one way or another. I knew that some members of the govern- 
ment were against the revolution and the people. I was waiting for the 
opportunity to remove them. But up to [the time of the coup], I was unable 
to." 


On another occasion, one of the visitors said: "The last time I saw you was 
in 1965, on Arbor Day, and you were with Prince Sihanouk." 


Ben Bella Answered: "No, it was not Sihanouk, it was the Korean premier. It 
was very cold. I tried to prevent him from coming, but he insisted, citing 
his desire to learn about our experiment. I remember that very well. More 
than 200,000 persons came to plant trees that day. The late Ahmed Medeghri 
said to me: "If we hire workers to do this, it would cost less." No, I 

said. He did not see my purpose. I wanted to stress mass initiative. They 
accused me of being [socialist]! But there is a difference between the course 
called socialism and the course of self-motivation which I tried to apply. 
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If you put two workers on the board of directors, you lose them as workers. 
With some of the incentives and privileges of management, they become just 
like the other members of the board. If you promote bureaucracy, you kill 
off mass initiative." 


Thus, Ben Belia has a slogan which he frequently repeats: “Rules best is he 
who rules least." (He says it in French). Accordingly, Ben Bella criticizes 
the Algerian bureaucrtic system and names Abdessalem Belaid as the one respon- 
sible for it. Ome result of this system, he says, is the emergence of 6,000 
millionaires in Algeria! 


To combat this pillage, Ben Bella concentrates on Islam as a civilizational 
asset which must te utilized. He says tha Islam has been able to survive 

14 centuries, while Marxism has been unable to survive very long in any 
nation. The same goes for the Western bourgeois system. He says: “All 
Marxist experiments have failed. In the Soviet Union, Eastern Europe and 
China (which did have some important-accomplishments during the cultural 
revolution), we see that communism failed to achieve its basic objective-- 
[the motivation of] man. It is not enough for us to feed man, we must provide 
him with opportunity for initiative." Nevertheless, Ben Bella stresses that 
Marxist ideology is necessary for analytical purposes, but not adoption as 
a doctrine. 


He emphasizes that when he refers to Islam he does not espouse the ideas of 
some fanatics. Islam, he says, is the civilized entity which forms our per- 
sonality. He expresses his admiration for the popularity of the Iranian 
revolution and its hostile stand toward American imperialism, but he appears 
to have certain reservations about Imam Khomeyni! 


As for women, the Algerian leader feels that they must be granted their 
freedom, but not in the Western manner, because that would increase their 
bondage. He stresses woman's most important jobs are as a mother and a wife. 
But she may or may not seek employment, according to whatever agreement she 
reaches with her husband. 


Ben Bella also talks about arabism and arabization. He says that it is not 
enough to arabize the language of instruction, as they did in Syria. We must 
also arabize the curricula and fashion them ourselves. 


Ben Bella stresses Arab unity, but criticizes the oil nations, declaring 

that he would rather they burn their money than deposit it in Western banks. 

He mentions that he once warned ‘Abd-al-Nasir against Anwar al-Sadat and 

told ‘Abd-al-Nasir not to trust him. He also feels that the Arab states have 
neglected Africa, and that the Arabs should turn more towards Africa and the 

Islamic world. 


This is a quick review of some aspects of Ben Bella's thinking, gleamed from 
interviews with many visitors of various tendencies and affiliations. He 
speaks not just as an Arab leader, but as an Islamic leaders, After long years 
of reading, he appears to stand out among all other world leaders, for he 
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entered prison as a popular leader and emerged as a thinker and a theorist 
who has not lost any of the popular orientation of his ideas. The question 
which some people ask is: "Will this diverse, copious and oftentimes 
unmethodical reading necessarily lead to emergence of a consistent political 
ideology capable of weathering political reality? 
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ALGERIA 


OUMEZIANE DISCUSSES FUTURE DEVELOPMENT OF ALGERIA 
Prague RUDE PRAVO in Czech 24 Jan 80 p 6 


{Interview with Mouloud Oumeziane, Minister of Labor and Vocational Training 
of the Algerian Democratic and People's Republic and member of the Central 
Committee of the National Liberation Front, by Stanislav Stepanek in Prague, 
date not given] 


[Text] Mouloud Oumeziane, Minister of Labor and Vocational Training of the 
Algerian People's and Democratic Republic and member of the Central Com- 
mittee of the National Liberation Front, visited Czechoslovakia recently. 
We used this occasion to ask him for an interview. 


Question: The Central Committee of the National Liberation Front met not 
long ago. Could you characterize the main questions discussed at this 
meet ing? 


Answer: At its most recent meeting at the end of December 1979, the Central 
Committee of the National Liberation Front discussed primarily the main 
trends of the tconomic and social development of the country during the 
next decade. 


Evaluating development so far, the meeting concluded that Algeria has 
achieved great progress: industrialization, agrarian revolution, renais- 
sance of the national language and making education more accessible, have 
all contributed in a relatively short period of history to the transformation 
of the country. However, this speedy development did not take place without 
certain difficulties. Our efforts aiming primarily at the creation of the 
material and technical base of our economy have resulted in certain in- 
equalities and delays which must be remedied now. 


On the recommendation of President Bendjedid Chadli, the Central Committee 
decided to pay primary attention to meeting the social needs of our citizens. 
We have adopted a whole series of measures to strengthen and accelerate the 
implementation of our goals in housing construction, education and training, 
water management and agriculture. We have also adopted important social 
measures, especially those concerning pay increases in certain categories 
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and another increase in social security benefits. I would especially like 
to call your attention to the fact that agricultural workers now have a 
minimum wage guaranteed by the state which is the same as that of other 
Algerian working people. 


Question: As you have stated, Algeria is paying maximum attention to 
questions of social care at present time. The employment problem is within 
the jurisdiction of your ministry. An increase in unemployment has become 
real as a consequence of repressive measures adopted by the French Govern- 
ment as regards foreign workers. How will you deal with this problem? 


Answer: Yes, the French authorities have adopted scandalously discrimin- 
atory measures against our immigrants. Some 800,000 such people reside in 
France, of whom 350,000 are of productive age. These people were forced 
to emigrate from their own country as a consequence of exploitation and 
poverty imposed on our country by colonialisn. 


Now, after exploiting this manpower for long years in order to benefit their 
own economy, the French authorities want to send them back regardless of 
their rights and their human and family problems. 


Algeria is trying to achieve fast development in order to improve the 
living conditions of its own people and, in the first place, to permit the 
free and voluntary repatriation of all its citizens. Our country pays 
great importance to the problems of emigrants. We protest against re- 
pressive measures affecting these people and call for respect for the 
rights for which they have fought through their work and sacrifice. 


Question: Another pressing problem is the housing situation. Do you think 
that the housing construction plan is a realistic one? It is known that 
you have often failed to meet the anticipated goals of new housing units 

in the past. 


Answer: Certainly, we have sometimes failed to meet our targets in the 
past. This was caused by the fact that the country, facing enormous tasks, 
had to allocate a major part of its resources to the construction of 
factories, schools and hospitals. Do not forget that we had experienced 
over 130 years of exploitation and a bloody war which lasted almost 8 years. 
In 1962, when we achieved independence, the country was backward, weakened 
and without cadres and resources. 


Today, the number of jobs in the country has tripled. The number of school 
children has increased fivefold. Algeria now produces steel, tractors and 
fertilizers. We have built big cement plants and plants manufacturing con- 
struction material. All this will enable us to implement our housing policy. 


Our national charter emphasizes the need to secure housing for each and 
every family. This is exactly what we want to do. Hence, we will strive 
for a goal of new 100,099 housing units annually. Naturally, it will be 
a difficult task. 
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Question: The most recent pay increase is being felt most in agriculture 
and education. Does it mean perhaps a change in economic orientation, a 
change from industrialization to a greater emphasis on agriculture? 


Answer: No, not at all. What we plan is a balanced and harmonious develop- 
ment, one linking industry and agriculture as factors indispensable to 
growth, economic independence and meeting the demands of our citizens. 


_— -—— —EE —_ a 


It is true that the most recent wage increases have been largest in the 
case of agricultural workers. That is because until recently, these 
workers were paid less than workers in other sectors. In order to be fair, 
it was necessary to eliminate this gap in accordance with the wage policy 
spelled out in the general statutes of the working people. 


— —— ee 


As far as our workers in education and job training are concerned, the aim 
of the pay increases is to give an extra push to this important sector. 


Question: You are in Czechoslovakia for the first time as Minister of Labor. 
Can you characterize the content and results of your discussions with your 
Czechoslovak counterpart? 


Answer: My visit came about as a result of the friendly invitation of 
Minister Stancel, within the framework of bonds of friendship and coopera- 
tion between our two countries. 


Experience the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic has gained in all areas of 
the economic, social and cultural 1l/.fe is very important to us from the 
point of view of the goals of our revolution. 


As far as cooperation between our ministry and the CSS. Ministry of Labor 
and Social Afix‘xs is concerned, it is primarily based on an agreement of 

20 October 1975. On the basis of this agreement, your country has given 

us significant help, especially in training and further education of experts 
in the field of wages. However, the scope of this agreement is broader than 
that. Our far-reaching and fruitful talks conducted in an especially 
friendly atmosphere dealt with such important questions as training of 
technical cadres--which is one of our major priorities--and hygiene, labor 
safety and prevention of labor accidents. 


[Stepanek] I thank you for the interview. 


1277 
CSO: 2400 


31 











PLIGHT OF HARKIS BROUGHT UP ON OCCASION OF BENYAHIA'S PARIS VISIT 
Paris LE MONDE in French 18 Jan 80 p 3 


{[Article: "Paris Hopes That Algeria Will Soften Its Attitude Regarding 
Former Harkis"™] 


(Text ] The various associations of repatriates of the Islamic faith hope 
that on the occasion of Mr Benyahia's visit to Paris, the government will 
try to negotiate a solution to the difficulties encountered by former 
harkis who wish to stay temporarily in Algeria. 


"All Moslem Frenchmen would be happy if the dispute over freedom of move- 
ment on both sides of the Mediterranean could be settled,” states the 
UNACFCI (National Union of French Exservicemen of the Islamic Faith), 

which stresses that "if Algerian nationals are freely admitted to the metro- 
politan territory, the same is not true for Moslem Frenchmen born in Algeria 
who find themselves refused admission to their native soil." 


The FNRCI (National Front of Repatriates of the Islamic Faith) “calls on 
all Moslem Frenchmen tn carefully follow these negotiations in order sub- 
sequently to draw the conclusions called fo..." "The problem of freedom 
of movement cannot allow for any ambiguity," \e adds, "and as long as it 
is not solved satisfactorily for our community, we cannot pride ourselves 
on being Frenchmen to the fullest extent." 


It seems taken for granted that this problem will be brought up during the 
Algerian minister's official visit. In reply to a written question by Mr 
Martial Taugourdeau, RPR [Assembling for the Republic] deputy from Eure- 
et~-Loir, the minister of foreign affairs in fact indicated as early as 
the end of December: "The government understands the reaction of those 
who, wishing to visit their families, often find themselves, on their 
arrival in Algeria, facing an expulsion measure. Undoubtedly, admission 
into and residence in a country are the sovereign right of the state con- 
cerned. The government considers it desirable, however, for the Algerian 
authorities to agree to study any easing which could be made in the pro- 
visions adopted up to now; it proposes, when contacts are undertaken in 
the next few months with the Algerian Government, to draw the latter's 
attention to the importance it attaches to this humanitarian problen." 
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On the other hand, it is unlikely that the dispute will be settled once 

and for all. Last August, the Quai d'Orsay indeed pointed out “the extreme 
difficulty and even the insolvability of this problem," the Algerian 
authorities recognizing Moslem Frenchmen originating from Algeria "neither 
as Frenchmen nor as Algerians" (LE MONDE of 12 October). 
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BENDJEDID ISSUES WARNING TO STUDI YTS 
Paris LE MONDE in French 18 Jan 8 p 3 


{[Article: "President Bendjedid Sends a Harsh Warning to the ‘Arabizing' 
Studerts"] 


{[Text] Algiers--In a speech made on Monday, 14 January, before the members 
of the coordination councils of the wilayas (governorates) and reproduced 
on Wednesday in full by the daily EL MOUDJAHID, President Chadli Bendjedid 
sharply attacked "those fishing in troubled waters who have infiltrated 
youth to divert the attention of the political leadership from the real 
problems facing the country." Mentioning more specifically the strike by 
the “Arabizing” students, he denied the right “of tendentious elements to 
be prodigal of lessons in Arabism, Islam or nationalism." "The political 
leadership and the cadres of the nation," he stated, "have always had faith 
in Arab-Islamic values and in the socialist option." He revealed that he 
had sent directive> to the minister of justice to strengthen the staff of 
the magistrature. Six hundred young graduates in the national language, 

he stated, had been integrated into that administration in the last few 
months. 


"We have always call<d for concerted action and for dialog," again stated 
the chief of state. "But it would be a serious error to take tolerance 
for weakness. We will not hesitate to put into operation all the measures 
called for in the country's interest and required for the achievement of 
the national objectives." This warning was followed by action. 


On Wednesday morning, policemen removed the numerous posters, caricatures 
and streamers which were covering, at Ben- » Didouche-Mourad Street 
and Larbi-Ben-M'Hidi Street, the walls of the faculties of law and of 
economic sciences, of letters, and of the Institute of Political Studies. 
Police cars were openly stationed in front of these establishments. If 

the movement for stoppage of courses continued, the members of the strike 
committees refrained, it seems, from going to the university. A few days 
away from the university vacation, the authorities seem, therefore, to have 
chosen the way of firmness, all the while proceeding by stages. 
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President Chadli Bendjedid's warning goes beyond the student category alone. 
It is intended for “the elements who have abused youth's enthusiasm, its 
sincerity, its love for its country, and who are manipulated by foreign 
hands." Brought for the first time, this accusation--one hardly knows 
whether it is directed against Egypt, Saudi Arabia or even Libya--is serious. 
It follows incidents that took place at the beginning of January, particularly 
on the 6th and 7th, in several localities in the southeast of the country, 
near the Tunisian border. The most significant of these took place at 

El Oued, where young people attacked, in the name of Islam, public houses 
and tourist hotels, which they ransacked, as well as prostitutes whom they 
paraded naked through the streets. There were also processions of demon- 
strators, but without violence, at Ouargia, Biskra and Touggourt. 


Recalling that there is no place in Algeria for any organization other than 
the National Liberation Front, the chief of state estimated that "the 
moment had come to make a choice between those who have faith in the social- 
ist option and in the revolution and those who do not believe in it and 
rather work against it." He made an appeal for mobilization and denounced 
the persons who, “adopting a position of expectation, seem to await the 
resurrection of the Messiah.” And he concluded, "To those, I will say: 

Let those who do not believe in our option know that Algeria is rich in 

men ready to serve and to build the country." 
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STRIKING STUDENTS RESUME STUDIES 
Paris LE MONDE in French 24 Jan 80 p 7 
{[Article: "The ‘Arabizing' Students Have Gone Back to Class"] 


[Text] Algiers--The "Arabizing" students of the faculties of law, economic 
sciences and social sciences, on strike for two months, have resumed, these 
last three days, the road to the lecture-halls, in accordance with a deci- 
sion adopted in general assembly on Saturday, 19 January. The contestants 
called for measures for the immediate Arabization of public office and of 
education. 


In a speech made on 14 January (LE MONDE of 18 January), President Chadli 
Bendjedid had severely denounced “those fishers in troubled waters," and it 
seems therefore that the warning was understood. The chief of state, who 
was facing hie first serious political test, thus sees his authority streng- 
thened. By allowing the conflict to come to a head, then by putting his 
weight in the balance at the appropriate time, he was able to restore calm 
without recourse to repression. By refusing to receive the representatives 
of the strikers, he avoided interfering with the actions of the responsible 
officials concerned, who did not hesitate to bring the debates before 
public opinion durine a televised forum. 


Arrangements--intensive courses and postponed examination dates--will be 
made to make up for the time lost. The delay experienced by the "Arabizers" 
with regard to their "Francizing" fellow students, who refused to go on 
strike, should be mostly reabsorbed by the November homecoming, but the 
former will consequently scarcely have the time to contribute by action 

as volunteers to the Arabization of public officials and local cadres, 
particularly those in the communes, as they had proposed. Their idea has 
been accepted, however, but its realization under the sponsorship and super- 
vision of the FLN party will certainly call for a rather long period of 
development. 
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STATISTICS REPORTED ON TRADE RELATIONS WITH FRANCE 
Paris LE MONDE in French 19 Jan 80 p 3 


[Article by Daniel Junqua: "France, Algeria's No 1 Supplier, Is Only 
its No 3 Trading Partner") 


[Text] Algiers--The large adverse trade balance, in favor of France, 
constituted in 1975 ome of the principal causes of the deterioration in 
bilateral relations. This problem is less acute today. First of all, be- 
cause the French positions have crumbled in favor of the United States 

and the Federal Republic of Germany. France remains Algiers’ No 1 supplier, 
but is only its No 3 trading partner. 


The “baack year," 1978, saw Algerian imports from France reach 6.9 billion 
francs as against 8.8 billion the preceding year and 7 billion in 1976. 
Only sales of certain foodstuffs (butter and cereals in particular), of 
pharmaceutical products and of automobile spare parts advanced. The drop 
was particularly perceptible for electrical, mechanical and textile equip- 
ment, trucks and buses. 


The situation picked up a little in 1979. Without reaching the 1977 level, 
French sales will go appreciably beyond those of 1976. According to French 
customs statistics, exports to Algeria, for the first 11 months of 1979, 
reached 7.2 billion francs, the monthly average being 661 million as against 
570 million in 1978. Imports by France of Algerian products are also rising: 
4.1 billion francs--a record figure--as against 3.2 billion in 1978 and 

3.8 billion in 1977. The cover rate, from the Algerian point of view, 
approaches 57 percent as against 47.3 percent during the equivalent period 
in 1978. This advancement is due to the increase in hydrocarbon purchases: 
nearly 95 percent of French purchases in Algeria in 1979, with 4.5 million 
tons of crude in 11 months, as against 3.7 million for the same period in 
1978, and 2.6 billion cubic meters of natural gas as against 2.3 billion 

the preceding year. The impact on the trade balance has been all the greater 
because theprice per barrel of Algerian oil has gone from $14.25, at the 

end of 1978, to $26.27, at the end of 1979, that is, an increase of 85 
percent. 
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The Next 5-Year Plan 


The restoring of the trade balance is expected to continue, and the situa- 
tion might even reverse itself if gas sales to GDF [French Gas Company] 
continue to advance, reaching 9 billion cubic meters in 1984-1985. 


If it is confirmed, theimprovement in the political climate would give all 
the more impetus to the exchanges because Algeria is preparing a 5-year plan, 
investments in which would amount to 350 billion francs. For the last 2 
years, Algeria is marking time in order to complete the two preceding plans 
and to make a profit on the production equipment already set up. It has 
therefore signed few new equipment contracts: 3 billion francs in 1979 

as against 2.5 billion in 1978 for French enterprises. 


Discussions are under way with Alsthom for the const -uction of an electric 
power station at Cap-Djinet. Numerous French firms are also interested in 
the carrying out of housing and town planning programs, the needs being 
immense: regional groups, such as APEBA (Association for Exchanges Between 
Britain and Arab Countries), have already signed research contracts. 


The reorientation of the Algerian development plan, which would in the next 
few years grant contracts for social infrastructures, roads, agriculture, 
regional development and small and medium-sized enterprises, could offer 
interesting prospects to French industry. 


On the other hand, the modifications brought about in the oil strategy 
with a view to using reserves economically and limiting the gas liquefac- 
tion program, considered insufficiently profitable, in favor of developing 
pipelines to Europe via Tunisia and Italy, could be a source of difficulties. 
At the beginning of 1979, Algeria had chosen the liquefaction process 
developed for the LNG 3 factory at Arzew, which was to produce 15.5 million 
cubic meters of gas in liquefied form. France had agreed to guarantee 
credits, and an agreemei.t covering 356 million had been signed in order to 
finance a first section of the operation, which is now again in question, 
even though Technip has already started the manufacture of cryogenic ex- 
changers. A final cancellation of the project would undoubtedly be the 
cause of a serious dispute. 


9434 
CSO: 4400 
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ALGERIA 


BRIEFS 


INFORMATION ON INTERIOR MINISTER BENHAMOUDA--Mr Boualem Benhamouda was born 
on 8 March 1933 at Cherchell. He was a law student at the univeristy in 
Algiers when the struggle for liberation broke out in 1954. He was a 
militant within the General Union of Moslem Students of Algeria (UGEMA) 
and took part in a university strike started in 1956. He then joined the 
maquis, where he was named political organizer. He was wounded in 1957, 
arrested and interned. When independence came, he became deputy to the 
Constituent Assembly and then to the National Assembly. From 1962 to 
1965, he was chairman of the PLN's orientation commission. In 1965, he 
was made minister for veterans’ affairs in the first government formed by 
Colonel Boumediene. In 1970 he moved to the Ministry of Justice and then, 
in 1977, was made minister of public works. In 1979, he was chairman of 
the fourth congress of the FLN and became a member of the political com- 
mittee. In March, he was appointed president of the commission for educa- 
tion, training and culture. Having resumed his studies interrupted by the 
war, in 1971 he successfully defended a state doctoral thesis in law. 
[Text] [Paris LE MONDE in French 15 Jan 80 p 8] 9434 


INFORMATION ON FOREIGN MINISTER BENYAHIA--Mr Mohamed Seddik Benyahia was 
born on 30 January 1932 at Djidjeli. A bachelor of laws, he represented, 
at the Bandung Confexence, the General Union of Moslem Students of Algeria 
(UGEMA), of which he was elected president in 1955. In 1956, he joined 
the FLN, which made him its representative in Jakarta. He then assumed 
various functions within the GPRA (provisional government of the Algerian 
Republic) at the side of Mr Ferhat Abbas, then of Mr Ben Khedda, and took 
part in the Melun negotiations. Algeria's first ambassador to Moscow in 
1963, in October 1966 he entered the Boumediene government; he would, in 
turn, be named minister of information, of higher education (1970) and of 
finance (1974). Mr Benyahia has been minister of foreign affairs since 
the formation of the Abdelghani government on 8 March 1979. [Text] [Paris 
LE MONDE in French 18 Jan 80 p 3] 9434 


CSO: 4400 
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"STUDENTS FIND CACHE OF U.S. ‘SPY’ DOCUMENTS 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 20 Jan 80 p 3 


[Text] Last night the students who are followers of the Imam started their 
disclosures once again and several top secret documents were revealed. Re- 
flected in the documents are the names of those who seek political contacts 
and whose attitudes do not agree with those of the Imam's. The documents 
also indicate Entezam's cooperation as the representative of an ideology 
opposed to the Imam's line. The documents also show that the U.S. shipped 
its “top secret" documents relating to espionage in the area out of Iran 

1 month after the revolution. 


Due to the importance of the documents and also because of the scarcity of 
space, KEYHAN is publishing only the disclosed documents because:of the 
policies they indicate. 


In the Name of Merciful God. The first document reads as follows: "I 
thanked Entezam especially for his endeavors in moving toward normalizing 
relations during the post-revolutionary period, and stated that in our opinion 
his interview of 21 June was very useful. I also thanked Entezam for his 
efforts in settling U.S. Army supply reserves in Iran and for returning the 
military communications facilities, pointing out that because of the number 
of power centers we are facing difficulties in controlling facilities and 
properties." Entezam said that the temporary government also has many prob- 
lems most of which are created by idealistic individuals who want to help. 
He added that the government needs time to resolve these problems and that 
“we and you, i.e. America, have to be patient.” Continuing, he stated that 
the temporary government is not responsible for everything that has taken 
place. People outside the government cadre who are neither knowledgeable 
nor specialized in running the government are not prepared to let it carry 
out its responsibilities. Entezam said the temporary government has tried 
a number of times to persuade these individuals so they would stop bother- 
ing it. I-:told him that some prominent political ‘igures make statements 
which create problems for Iran while others regard them as provocative. 


Entezam sighed and said, "A consequence of this revolution is that everyone 
considers himself the voice of the people." 
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Continuing Entezam said, "Immediately after the revolution, the temporary 
government came’to the conclusion that everyone, including the Imam, the 
Komitehs, the Revolutionary Guards and the Revolutionary Tribunals, was work- 
ing against the temporary government. The prime minister and the cabinet con- 
tacted Khomeyni hundreds of times, but until 2 weeks ago when the temporary 
government took a firm decision, no desirable results had been obtained. 
Entezam described Bazargan as the ideal person for that job and said that 
Bazargan is the only person who considers any program suggested by the re- 
actionary religious elements impractical because they want to turn time 

back 1,000 years. Entezam was optimistic that his trip to Sweden will not end 
his role as a communications channel between the Government of Iran and the 
U.S. He even mentioned that "(this) communication will become even simpler. 
Over there we will be able to communicate better than in Washington and Teh- 
ran." In the meantime he would come to Tehran regularly once every 2 months. 
When asked about the appointment of an ambassador to the U.S., he said that 
it will probably take a couple of months, and was hopeful that he would be a 
candidate for this position. Then Entezam asked me for some information 
regarding Iran's neighboring countries. I expressed my opinion in general 
about Iraq's future position as far as relations with Iran are concerned 
based on reference"B". : 


Signed: Charge d'Affaires Laingren 
Relying on these elements, the U.S. has been trying to (continue) the normal 
relations which it maintained, and to repel the dangers facing the U.S. 
Government and its interests. 
Here are two documents with the following contents: 
A letter dated 22 February 1979 addressed to Amir Entezam: 
Dear Amir, 
With reference to the problem of shipping U.S. Embassy office furniture, the 
official customs authorities have informed us that we need a letter bearing 
either yours or the prime minister's signature, similar to contents of the 
enclosed letter. Could you prepare this letter in 4 copies, so that some- 
one could pick it up on 24 February? Should the letter be ready prior to the 
above date, please contact me by phone, and I will pick it up on Friday. 

With best wishes, 


John Dave Stimple 
Chief of Political Section 


P.S. Let me thank you once again for your and your colleagues’ assistance 
regarding the liberation of (fnu) Cross. 











Following is an explanation of the document: Based on the existing docu- 
ments and their analysis, before the revolution the U.S. Government had many 
interests in Iran. It was probably from major bases in Iran that the U.S. 
ruled the area. Therefore, U.S. embassies were the center of all their 
espionage equipment and intelligence documents. When the revolution came 

to fruition, they tried to ship the espionage documents and equipment out of 
Iran by various means because the documents and equipment would endanger 
U.S. security and unveil U.S. activities in Iran and other nations. They 
suggested to Amir Entezam the following text which they needed for the 
smooth shipment of their cargo as personal effects out of Iran to the U.S. 
The Entezam letter: The letter we need from the prime minister or deputy 
prime minister should read, "The contents of cases and cartons which are to 
be shipped from Tehran aboard Pan American cargo carrier 747 on 26 February 
1979 are all personal effects belonging to the diplomatic cadre of the U.S. 
Embassy and should not be opened for inspection. It would be appreciated 

if you would instruct the authorities at Mehrabad Airport to cooperate in 
handling the abovementioned cargo." “Explanation: They (the Americans) 
were alarmed to such an extent that on 26 February 1979, not quite 1 month 
after Iran's revolution, they made the above request. In this connection, 
they were using a channel at Mehrabad Airport and were shipping their belong- 
ings through the MAAG terminal. According to the report of one of the 
embassy officials, the contents of the cases was discovered one day. The 
report read: 


"Subject: Discovery of several packages of important U.S. documents at 
Mehrabad Airport. 


It was determined today that during the shipment of merchandise and foreign 
currency through the office of the Mehrabad Public Prosecutor more than 100 
packages of U.S. military maps and documents were discovered. These were 
very important documents, and should they fall into the hands of unreliable 
people, the security of the country would be seriously endangered. The vital 
value and importance of these documents excees in value hundreds of millions 
of foreign currency. Thus, their shipment was declared illegal and stopped. 
Some of the discovered material is as follows: 


1. 8 cases containing documents belonging to Iran Communications Co. which 
were to be shipped to the U.S. through the Bell Telephone Company. 


2. 72 cases containing military equipment which were to be shipped to the 
U.S. via the MAAG air terminal. 


3. Household effects which the Iranian military establishments had placed 
at the disposal of the U.S. helicopter specialists. 


4. 17 cartons of classified and top secret maps together with 7 cases of 
documents belonging to the Iranian Air Force and computer and radar parts 
and equipment. 








5. Household effects which the Iranian Air Force placed at the disposal of 
the personnel of the GRUN [Gruen?] Co. 


6. Maps on Iranian hospital: projects. These were found among the personal 
effects of foreign personnel who departed from Iran. 


7. Many documents concerning electronic equipment connected with the Iranian 
helicopter manufacturing industry. 


8. A tape recorder for air tower control and pilots. 


Other documents were also discovered which are being studied. The deputy to 
the Tehran public prosecutor is continuing his work at the airport even though 
his work has been hampered by some sources. Should this situation continue, 
the office of the public prosecutor will be obliged to stop the deputy's work 
at the airport and assign the work to those who are causing the obstruction. 


As a general explanation it should be said that under the cover of personal 
effects belonging toU.S. citizens, they tried to ship important espionage 

and military equipment,. Jocuments of tb&@ Iranian Air Force which were clear- 
ly mentioned in the above documents, and also top secret documents. The U.S. 
Classify its documents as follows: top secret, secret and confidential. They 
were shipping more than 100 cases uninspected from Mehrabad Airport. 


As I mentioned, the documents previously obtained from the Iranian Embassy 
in Sweden are at the disposal of the Public Prosecutor of the Revolution. 
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KOMITEH REVEALS MORE EMBASSY SECRETS 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 2 Feb 80 p 3 


[Text] In a letter written to the Moslem students, followers of Imam's line, 
the formers investigation interrogators and judges of Tehran's Islamic 
Revolutionary Prosecutor's Office have revealed the nature of the Komiteh 
stat’oned in the American spy house and the circumstances of connections of 
the chairman of the Komiteh. 


Previously Haj Masha'allah Qasab's response to previous disclosures made by 
the former judges of the Revolutionary Prosecutor's Office was published. 
Now another statement has been put at the disposal of the newspaper by the 
same judges. The newspaper is publishing the documented statements and any 
answer given to it without making any judgments. It is obvious that if we 
receive further response and explanation on these disclosures, we will also 
publish them. The content of these disclosures is as follows: 


Letter number two written by the former interrogators and judges to the 
students, followers of Imam's line, stationed in the former spy house regarding 
revealing the Komiteh documents of the American Embassy. 

In the name of God: 

Imam Ali: 


Whoever fails and neglects a rightful act will be sorry in the future (excerpt) 
Hekmat 127, Nahjolbalagheh book). 


Honorable students stationed in the American spy house, we hope that the 
several months of work in the spy house has not made your young and resistful 
determination tired and that your hearing has not been weakened from hearing 
the repeated demands of various classes of people who have shouted reveal, 
reveal. We know that what you have revealed is a fraction of a mountain of 
documents. 





Those power seekers who find that revealing documents is to their disadvantage 
apparently are asking for the disclosure of the documents. They will not 
hesitate to take control of the documents and those individuals who know the 
documents. They will not stop at giving advice, such as persuading you 
towards determining presidential candidates. We know that you are under 
pressure not to reveal, but...undoubtedly thousands of martyres will be 
disappointed if they see that to the cost of their bravery, blood and faith, 
the generous liberals and various classes of people who have reached their 
goals and who do not know what the revolution is all about gradually make 
reforms. 


Have the martyrs chosen to be martyred so that the new comers whose only 
talent, during the black, bloody and suffocating era of monarchy, was to make 
a few liberal type objections. They pushed the destiny of the poor nztion 

of Iran towards compromises without being aware of the revolutionary doctrine 
of the martyrs sleeping in blood. 


Should the pure soul of the martyrs still wait for the fulfillment of a 
true revolution? 


Iran's revolution in its special awkward sifuation can either lead to a 
paradise for the poor or a hell for the people. This will depend on the 
correct direction that the progressive forces will take. 


Any group and individual who has the capability of understanding and his 
claim of unawareness is not accepted by God, mst know that he is a participant 
and is responsible for the dilemma of our revolution which could become 
either heaven or hell. Therefore, there are only two alternatives. Either 
stand firmly, in which case you will have pleased God and the God's people, 
or make compromises, in which case you know how history will recall you on 
its pages allocated to you. Which revolution do you know of that has reached 
victory while the corrup* elements of the former regime, its military 
generals, compromising intellectuals, the feudals and tribal chiefs, mace 
bearers, lewd persons and capitalists have dominated it and the true and 
genuine revolutionary forces have been left out and have been groundlessly 
accused of “heresy.” No such revolution could benefit the poor and hard- 


working people. 


You the students, either from the beginning you should not have used the 

name of being followers of Imam's line or you should carry out the necessities 
and self evident truth of that historic line more clearly to include Imam's 
decisiveness, bravery, and irreconcilability. 





It is a logical principle that it is better not to start than to give up in 

the middle. The ups and downs of life does not always bring an opportunity. 

As an example, the story of Ibn Sakid, a shiite and a teacher of Amin and 
M'amun, the sons of Harun Alrashid. One day Harun summons the teacher and 
inquires about his sons. Ibn Sakid comments on their intelligence and progress. 
Harun asks the teacher if his children are better than Hasan and Hosayn, 


45 








the children of ‘Ali. At this faith determining moment, the teacher tells 
the truth decisively and says: ome hair of ‘Ali's children is more valuable 
than hundreds of your sons. Harun puts the teacher into prison. After a 
while, Harum asks if the teacher is ready to change his mind (to compromise). 
The teacher answers I was waiting all my life for such an occasion. Harun 
orders to pull out the teacher's tongue from behind his head. 


Under the present revolutionary conditions, one of the present forces in 
the scene that can help take the revolution from its awkward situation and 
place it in its rightful direction is the phenomenon of Moslem students 
stationed in the American spy house. The masses of people who practice 
religion based on the revolutionary nature by playing cymbals and beating 
their chests and using chains chose the slogans based on historic circun- 
stances and said; “Regards and greetings to you students, followers of 
Imam's line." 


Unless the ears have lost their value of existence. Haven't you heard Imam 
"Ali's word. (Excerpt from Hekmat 248) (Anyone who thinks that you are 
rightful, verify that he is right by doing rightful acts). Wasn't tic 
people's trust and confirmation anything but rightful thought. Beyond this 
he says (Hekmat 309) (Be fearful of the thought of the faithful and use it 
as a basis for your actions) Because God has placed the right words in their 
mouth. And it has truly been so. Therefore, the phenomenon of Moslem 
students, followers of Imam's line should use their only capability which 
is continuous and multi-directional revealing and decisively affect the 
people in their correct way of thinking and chosing in the days that the 
nation has to make decisions for elections to the parliament. And notice 
that wasting the man making opportunities will bring an everlasting sorrow 
(Imam ‘Ali, Hekmat 118). We believe that you have such awareness that after 
so much involvement you have realized what the nature of the ruling power 
seekers is and that you have observed the hypocritical faces of most of then 
behind the curtains of pretension and hypocrisy. In the first days, they 
thought that with a hollow cry and a revolutionary gesture, they could end 
the occupation of the spy house to their ow benefit. After the passing of 
time and the revealing of the realities behind the curtain and showing their 
interference in compromises and their peaceful actions in revolutions, each 
time they saw that they could not resist and that is why they have regularly 
taken positions against you. Various issues that have come up have had 
non-revolutionary and non-humane positions against the Imam's line, from 
the security council and Waldheim's trip, to the participation in the 
American Conference held in Pakistan and not delivering the charge de'affairs 
of the spy house embassy, revelations against Madani, etc. You know this is 
neither an individual action nor a coincidence. This is the historic 

course of action of the hypocrites, seekers of comfortable life and the 
optimist. Let's hear from the Koran: Regarding their action God addresses 
the prophet and says (chapter of Tobeh verse 47) If they had cooperated with 
you (and participated in the struggle) it will produce no result but 

treason and deceit and they will leave you in the middle of the field and 
make you involved in the plots they have arranged. Be aware that they have 
spies among you (and through these antennas they become aware of the 
circumstances of your work and take positions). 
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And mow the continuation of the event: In our previous letter we set a 
precedence to one of the most dangerous parts of conspiracy which functioned 
under the full guidance and supervision of American diplomats (who are now 
hostages in your hand). That is the Komiteh was stationed in the U.S. 
Embassy under the chairmanship of Masha‘allah Kashani. Now we are suspicious 
of his whereabouts, was he arrested or did he escape. State officials 
repeatedly said in the press that the chairman of the esbassy Komiteh had 
been arrested. Fortunately, the first result of the letter was to clarify 
this matter for the oppressed nation of Iran that not only he was not arrested 
but that according to what is understood from the so-called interview with 
Masha‘allah Qassab that he is under the protection of official groups and 
authorities. By taking the above-mentioned interview into consideration it 
is clearly evident that the statements have been made on the part of a group 
or an authority and not an individual. 


Again we will reveal other matters within our capabilities merely to draw 

your attention to this great responsibility (that is to save the revolution 
from the hands of servants of American) and to make the people more persistent 
in stating their desire in revealing the plots. Let it be that you will 

prove your mission of following the Imam's line and only move in that direction 
and respond to the millions of masses of people and reveal the issue of the 
Komiteh of the American Embassy to the end without taking sides with any 

group ruling or overthrown or changing direction if it is to your interest. 


1. Im the interview conducted by PARS news agency (KEYHAN, 8-11-58 [2 October 
1979) Masha‘allah Qassab and his supporters confessed that by following the 
instructions of Hadavi, they had taken delivery of Jahangiri, chief of SAVAK 
of Gonbad, from Qasr prison and taken him to the Komiteh, U.S. Embassy. 

From there he was taken to Pasdaran Corps and then to...?! 


We say the same thing, but we said the question of the oppressed people of 
Iran is that why had you separated a chief of SAVAK from the rest of the 
prisoners and taken him to authorities such as the Komiteh of the U.S. 
Embassy whose condition is known. Perhaps they would say as they did in the 
interview that it was to arrest the anti-revolutionaries!! How strange! 
Would a chief of SAVAK and anti-revolutionary have baites other than the 
revolutionaries? In the document which is presented as an attachment, in 

a letter to Qasr prison while announcing that Jahangiri is at the disposal 
and is being used for investigation, they have asked to return his drivers 
license to him. Alas! Alas! Is the result of investigations of chief of 
SAVAK of Gonbad other than serving foreigners and enemies of the revolution 
and against the revolutionaries? 


Why shouldn't the Iranian nation know that after thousands of martyrs shed 
their blood, the chief of SAVAK is still making investigations and inter- 
rogations. Yes, he not only was making investigations and interrogations 
in the Embassy Komiteh and the Corps, but for his mission in arresting the 
revolutionaries he needed to commute and needed his driver's license. The 
matter was resolved by the person responsible of Pasdaran Corps. 
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2. Student brothers and sisters: In the do: mt that is at your disposal 
(the report of the U.S. Embassy to the government sector--Washington D.C. 
#9287--Tehran dated 21-8-79 Or 28-5058) the American spies have dispatched 
this message to the American Consul in Karachi instead of sending it directly 
to Washington D.C. in order to lose trace and not allow the matter to be 
clarified. This Mr Masha‘allah Qassab who claims that he has arrested 400 
anti-revolutionary has announced his readiness to serve his American masters 
and even for the "Special Operations” because according to him "he is not 
pleased with the revolution.” 


3. The anti-revolutionary actions of Masha‘allah Qassab have been to the 
extent that when his American masters learned about the rumor of his arrest, 
in a document signed by Laingen #9061 dated 14 August 1979 addressed to the 
Secretary of State through Karachi, they announced on the 3rd line from the 
bottom of the message that if Masha'allah Kashani is tried and condemned he 
would be executed for his anti-revolutionary activities. 


4. The picture which is enclosed talks about the devotion and service of 
Masha‘allah Qassab chairman of the “anti-revolutionary arresting Komiteh 
of U.S. Embassy and his masters." This revolutionary American is welcoming 
Charles Nass, chief of CIA at the American Embassy at Mehrabad airport and 
embraces hin. 


5. Student brothers and sisters: On 22-5-58 [13 August 1979] two of the 
persons who had been arrested by this Komiteh announced in an interview in 
ETTELA'AT newspaper that they had been tortured by Masha‘allah Qassab. The 
accuracy of statements made by those brothers are documented by the document 
in the file (the records kept by Pasdsaran under the leadership of Masha'‘allah 
Qassab in the American Embassy) which is at your disposal. 


Is the response to the blood of the martyrs not to arrest and try such a 
devoted person but let him work in the newly established intelligence 
Organization and let him say that the revolution owes him something? Isn't 
it right to reveal the nature of this conspirator komiteh for this tortured 
nation from the black era of dictatorship and domination of Imperialism? 
We announce to all responsible and committed authorities to all progressive 
forces especially the president elect that revealing the nature of the 
komiteh of the American Embassy does not mean that we want to betray a past 
incident. No, revealing this issue will clarify the U.S. conspiracies and 
have a decisive effect on the revolution's future. 


In hope of success in search of Imam's line. 


9044 
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SOME LOCAL OFFICIALS IMPLICATED IN DIPLOMATS' ESCAPES 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 2 Feb 80 p 4 


[Text] REUTER - New York - Six American diplomats who had escaped from Iran 
with the help of the Canadian ambassador told their story together with the 
ambassador. However, they avoided giving the details of their plot for es- 
cape, so that the Iranian authorities would not find out about it. 


The escape was reported separately in the capital cities of America and Canada. 
Close to 1,000 employees of the State Department gathered to listen to them 
and express their appreciation to the Canadian government. On the other hand, 
Ken Taylor, the Canadian ambassador to Iran pointed out in a press interview 
in Ottowa, capital city of Camada that the decision for the escape of the 
diplomats with forged passports was made when a non-Iranian called the embassy 
and said that he was aware that the Canadian embassy had sheltered the Ameri- 
cans. Meanwhile, the Canadian ambassador did not say how he had arranged 

for Iranian visas in the Canadian passports for the six diplomats. Further- 
more, he did not say what names he had used in the passports instead of their 
real names. The Canadian ambassador implicitly pointed out that some of the 
Iranian authorities were most probably informed of those operations but 
overlooked the matter. Nevertheless, he added that no Iranian had any role 
in the operations for the diplomats’ escape. He said that the presence of 
diplomats in Canadian diplomats’ house[s] was a secret that some of the news 
agencies and U.S. diplomats were aware of, but kept it secret. As we men- 
tioned only when an unidentified person called the Canadian ambassador, de- 
cision was made to get them out of Iran. After their departure last Sun- 

day, the ambassador closed the Canadian Embassy and left. The six American 
diplomats rushed to visit Carter and Carter said: "We all love you." 


Evidently, in addition to hiding them, the Canadian embassy had arranged 
for them to correspond with their families regularly and they exchanged 
letters. 


Unconfirmed reports indicate that the American CIA was involved in the 

forged visas for the six diplomats. Meanwhile, Taylor, the Canadian am- 
bassador hinted that there was the possibility that the three American clergy 
who visited the embassy during Christmas holidays in Tehran knew that six 
American diplomats lived outside of the occupied American embassy. Taylor 


49 








added that friendly embassies (without specifying any names) had been informed 
that the six Americans were living in the houses of the Canadians, so that 
in case something bad happened, they would know about it. 


One of the diplomats who had escaped, stated in the interview that during 
his refuge he had spent his time reading newspapers, listening to foreign 
overseas broadcasts or scribbling on paper and walis [sic]. 


Taylor, the Canadian ambassador to Tehran gave further explanation and said: 
On 8 Now (17 Aban), that is 4 days after the occupation of the American 
embassy by the students, who are the followers of Imam's line, suddenly 

an American called us and said that he and four others who were employees 
of the consulate office had been able to leave the embassy building a few 
minutes after the seizure of the embassy. They had found a temporary place 
in a small house in the newly built section of the city. However, they were 
afraid and wondered if we could provide for their safety or not. 


The members of the Canadian embassy all agreed that they should help then. 

It was reported to Canada, our government immediately agreed. On 10 Nov 

(19 Aban) the Americans called us and said that their residence might be 
betrayed. It was then, the afternoon of 19 Aban (10 Nov) when we made arrange- 
ments for them to be with us until the last day that they left Iran. 


The Canadian ambassador added: We did not expect the hostage issue to take 
so long and this was contrary to our expectation. Therefore, recently, 

we contacted our country and proposed a task plan to get them out of Iran. 
The government agreed with us. The prime minister of Canada and his cabinet 
agreed to give Canadian passports to the six Americans. The reason is that 

a lot of attention is paid to American passports in Tehran. We had prepared 
the passports in the middle of January. As soon as we received a call from 
an unknown person in the third week of January that he was aware of the exist- 
ence of Americans in the Canadian embassy, we did not hesitate and made a 
decision on determining a specific date. 


In connection with such issues, the French News Agency reports from Stockholm, 
the capital of Sweden that two of the six diplomats who had escaped were 
hidden until recently by the members of the Swedish embassy in Tehran. This 
was reported by a Swedish newspaper yesterday. Meanwhile, the Swedish minis- 
try refused to deny or verify the news published by TABLOYED EXPRESSEN 
newspaper. 


EXPRESSEN had written that Henry Lee Schatz, the agricultural attaché to 

the U.S. Embassy in Tehran and another American diplomat had sought refuge 
in the Swedish embassy, when the students, followers of Imam's line, seized 
the American embassy on 13 Aban (4 Nov). The same newspaper writes that the 
explanation that Schatz had written to her mother regarding his escape and 
his mother gave to an American paper in Idaho was not published for security 
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reasons. According to such an explanation given to the papers by Shatz's 
mother, until last week he had stayed at the residence of Gage Sundberg, 

the Swedish ambassador to Tehran. However, when the time for the escape 
arrived, he joined the rest of the diplomats. The same newspaper, EXPRESSEN 
has confirmed that the escapee diplomats had used Canadian passports and 
forged ID cards which CIA had provided for them. We should know that 
Sundberg, the Swedish ambassador who has gone to Stockholm to participate 
in the meeting of ambassadors has refused to make any comments regarding 
the newspaper's report. It is said that although he has been nominated 

for a new position in Finland, he will return to Tehran today or tomorrow. 


The ASSOCIATED PRESS explains the statements made by the six American diplo- 
mats briefly. These statements were given to the World Press. Quoting them, 
it writes: 


"We thank the American and Canadian governments and all those who helped 
us. When the embassy was occupied on 13 Aban (4 Nov) the five of us were 
working in the consular section of the embassy, at the rear of the embassy 
building. Therefore, we were able to escape to our houses or the houses of 
our friends without being seen. When the conditions got worse, we went to 
the Canadian embassy to hide." 


Regarding this issue, yesterday, Vance, U.S. Secretary of State denied 

that the security arrangements were inefficient when the embassy was be- 
sieged. He was testifying before one of the Senate Security Committees. 

He said that the embassy guard was afraid that if he opened fire on the stu- 
dents, the bullets would hit the Americans. He claimed that the group who 
entered the embassy had used the pretex of making sit-in demonstrations. 
U.S. Secretary of State was answering criticism regarding lack of security 
readiness at the American Embassy. He said that in the beginning of the 
revolution, following the attack made on the embassy, they had put new 
steel doors in the embass,'s main entrance and that steel boxes filled with 
sand and gravel stones had been placed in the windows. All emergency escape 
windows and hatches had been built with bullet proof material and they all 
had protection and barriers. Even the small room of the embassy guard, 

who is a marine, had been strengthened. The operations of alert and watch 
had been increased, a new alarm system had been installed in the embassy 
and more arms had been put at the disposal of the embassy, therefore, it 
had become a safe place. 


The ASSOCIATED PRESS reports from New York that according to the U.S. re- 
presentative to the United Nations, yesterday, Friday, he had anticipated 
that within 4 to 8 weeks the American hostages would be released. The men- 
tioned diplomat, Van Vechner has based his claim on the efforts made by 
Waldheim who is supposed to travel to Iran shortly. Evidently Waldheim's 
plan is to form an international commission to come to Tehran and listen to 
Iran's complaints against the deposed shah. Furthermore, according to Wald- 
heim's plan the American hostages will be taken over from the students, fol- 
lowers of Imam's line, and will be watched in another place. Van Vechner 
stated that the disclosure of the escape of the six American diplomats may 
postpone the efforts for releasing the hostages, but it will not be stopped. 
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One of the proposals is for the Red Cross to take delivery of the hostages 
while they are under arrest according to the orders of the Iranian authorities. 
In the interim, the international commission will negotlate the formalities 

for their release with Iranian authorities. 


Van Vechner believes that the Red Cross interference and the probability 

of moving the hostages from the control of the students, followers of Imam's 
line, to another location would enable them to go from one place to another, 
make phone calls occasionally and do similar things. 


In the meantime REUTER reports from Tehran that the students, followers of 
Imam's line, yesterday, Friday denied once again any compromise for giving up 
and making a deal for the release of the hostages. In a statement broad- 
cast by Tehran radio and heard in London, the students have said “As Imam 
Khomeyni has repeatedly said, America should return the deposed shah and the 
money that he has stolen from the Iranian nation. It is only then that the 
students will release the hostages and disregard the issue of putting them 
on trial." 


Canadian Forged Passports Are Internationally Famous 


FRANCE NEWS AGENCY - Toronto ~- The American diplomats who have fled Iran 
with Canadian passports are not the first non-Canadians to have used Canadian 
passports. 


For instance, the murderer of “Leon Trotski" whose true name is still not 
known for sure to be Jaque Dornand of Belgian nationality, used a Canadian 
passport which belonged to Tony Babish, a Canadian. He had been killed during 
the Spanish Wars. Recently, in 1961 Cannon Melody [sic], the British spy 
who worked for the Russians and had been condemned to 30 years of prison 
fled with a Canadian passport. James Earl, the murderer of Martin Luther 
King was also touring London as a Toronto police. Eve Geaffrey [sic], 

owner of a Montreal notary was also able to spend 50 days with his lover in 
Spain with a Canadian passport after having killed his wife. Yuri Lojinovi, 
[sic] a Soviet spy was also using a Canadian passport which he had obtained 
from Tanzania until 1967 which he was arrested. 


In the list of holders of Canadian passports, the number one enemy of France, 
Jaque Mercine and his colleague John Paul Mercier are also included. 


Finally in 1976 the police of Manill arrested several persons who were issuing 
forged Canadian passports. 


At present, there are 3,331,471 Canadian passports in circulation, 5,455 
of which have been lost. According to the police organization, a passport 
which costs 12 dollars for a Canadian is sold on the black market up to 
$2,500.00 dollars. 





IRAN 


MINISTRY, GUARDS PUSH ANTITERRORISM PLAN 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 20 Jan 80 p 5 


{Excerpts} In order to attain their goals the terrorist groups are ready to 
aim even at inrocent people. The last examples of recent murders in Iran were 
those which took place in Tehran and Isfahan during which two women and a man 
were killed by the group called the Falcon of the Revolution, and the chief of 
the Isfahan Komitehs was killed by more than 20 bullets. 


| 
These murders, and the murder of Dr Mofatteh prior to them, made the strug- 
gle against terrorism necessary--terrorism which is a real threat. A few 
days had hardly passed when it was announced that the head of the FORQAN 
terrorist group and more than 20 of his cohorts had been captured after 
several hours of armed confrontation. The capture of the above terrorists 
awakened the hope in people that with continued efforts terrorism can be 
combatted even though the capture of several terrorists will not put an end 
to murder. Now the question under discussion is whether better results could 
be obtained if organizations and disciplinary officials, who are more ex- 
perienced and knowledgeable in this field, were to be assigned to struggle, 
along with the Revolutic»ary Guards, to fight terrorisn. 


The Falcon of Revolution.... 


The most recent terrorist group which has started killing the smugglers and 
prostitutes is an unidentified group which calls itself “The Falcon of the 
Islamic Revolution.” So far this group has killed four women and three men 
for immoral activities and spreading prostitution. This group is or the 
opinion that since the revolutionary courts abstain from killing the victims 
of prostitution, they themselves should undertake the duty of the court. 

It is in this connection that, after the execution of two women and one 

man by this group, Ayatollah Mahdavi Kani asked the pub’.ic to assist him in 
identifying and capturing this group because these actions are neither 
Islamic nor revolutionary. 


Another type of terror which started in Iran after the revolution, is the 
murder of the heads of religious minorities and heads of tribes which was 
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done to create dissention. Among them were the murders of the chief of the 
Sheykhiyeh Sect in Kerman, and the unsuccessful attempt against the Armenian 
bishop's [sic] life. In any case, under the present circumstances, whatever 
the reasons for assassination, the results are detrimental to the revolution, 
and cause indignation against the terrorists. 


To learn about the government's actions regarding the fight against terror- 
ism, we contacted Hojjatoleslam Hashemi Rafsanjani, the minister of interior, 
who said, "We have basic plans for the prevention of assassination and riots. 
It should be borne in mind that such incidents can happen after every revolu- 
tion and to a certain extent they are normal. However, the lack of work at 
the Ministry of Justice and Police Department and their inability to act can 
be mentioned as another reason. If these organizations were active these 
incidents would be avoided. We are, therefore, trying to make the police 


as active as possible, and some decisions have been made to attain this 
goal.” 


CSO: 4906 
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FALCONS’ MURDER OF COUNTERREVOLUTIONARIES DESCRIBED 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 20 Jan 80 p 8 


{Text Those to be sacrificed by the Shahin Group were a father and son who 
were jewelers and sold motorcycles. The bodies of two persons were found in 
the Parkway 2 weeks ago. It was revealed that several people in Komiteh 
Guards’ uniforms went to the store of one of the victims, and with the pre- 
text of taking them to the Komiteh, took them to the site of the murder. 


It was also revealed that those who were executed were a father and son who 
had a jewelry store in the Tehran Bazaar and a motorcycle store on Bagh 
Ferdovs Avenue. The bodies of these two men, Isa and Mehdi Tabarrok, were 
found 2 weeks ago on Friday and a group called Shahihe Enghelabe Eslami 
(Falcon of the Islamic Revolution), claiming that the father and son were 
dope smugglers, assumed responsibility for the murders. 


Following these two murders, two women by the name of Sharareh and Shohreh 
were also murdered. A few hours after the bodies of Mehdi and Isa Tabarrok 
were found, the bodies of these two women were also discovered along the 
Modarres Highway. The letter which was found next to the bodies revealed 
that the Falcon group assumed responsibility for their murder as well claim- 
ing the women's behavior was immoral, and they had been executed following 
the verdict of the Faicon court! 


While the police and two of the judges of the Tehran prosecutor's office 
were busy investigating these frequent murders, three other bodies, two of 
women and one of a man, were found a few days ago at the end of the autobahn, 
close to the stadium. The words "Falcon of the Revolution Court!" were 
written on pieces of cloth which were on the arms of the victims. A letter 
was found next to their bodies which read: "After repeated reminders about 
their indecent public behavior and about smuggling, these three persons con- 
tinued their indecent activities. They were tried in absentia by the Falcon 
Revolutionary Court and condemned to death." 


The names of Sirus Sokhansanj, Shahin Gudarzi and Fetneh Damghani also ap- 
peated among those executed. 








The preliminary investigations of the police revealed that Sirus Sokhansanj 
was the manager of the Sarsara Restaurant and Shahin Gudarzi, whose true 
name was Eshrat, was the proprietor of the restaurant. The police are 
continuing their investigation of these frequent murders. 


During her contact with KEYHAN the other day, Miss Shahla Tabarrok revealed 
the circumstances of the kidnaping and murder of her father and brother. She 
said, “Mehdi was my brother and Isa was my father. My father had a motor- 
cycle store on Molavi Avenue, Bagh Ferdovs, and my brother had a jewelry 
store in the Tehran Bazaar. On Thursday my brother went to my father for 
some business. A few minutes later, a blue Chevrolet, with no license plates, 
stopped at my father's store and several people came out, showed their 
Komiteh card and told my father and brother that they should go to the 
Komiteh. My father and brother closed the store and drove away in that 
Chevrolet. Nothing was heard from them until we learned that they were mur- 
dered." She added, “Having kidnapped my father and brother and having found 
the key of the store in my father's pocket, the criminals returned to the 
store and stole the cash available in the safe. After having killed my 
father and brother, the criminals stole their watches and their rings as well." 


At the end, this young woman said, "We know that this is an anti-revolutionary 
group which, while stealing and plundering, intends to damage our Islamic 
Revolution and to make it look as though there is no safety in Iran. They 
should know that the hand of revenge is strong and will soon suffocate then." 


With a view to the statements of Miss Shahla Tabarrok regarding the criminals, 
we remind all our compatriots once again that if they are approached by peo- 
ple wearing the uniforms of Komiteh Guards, they should not leave their pren- 
ises until the identity of these guards is determined. They should contact 
the Komiteh in question and should carefully check the identity cards and 
documents of these members to avoid such tragic incidents. 


These are the telephone numbers of the Central Committee of the Islamic 
Revolution: 310-000 and 310-019. 


CSO: 4906 
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GUIDELINES DRAWN FOR NEW NATIONAL BUDGET 
Tehran TIMES in English 16 Feb 80 p 2 


{Text] The Plan and Budget Organization of Iran (PBOI) is current! 
working on the preparation of national budget for the year 1359 (19 1) 
and has issued a circular to all government organizations and executive 
institutions. In this circular they set out the guidelines for their 
projected statements of income and expenditure which will form the basis 
of their individual budgets. 


The PBOI has commenced its plan on a directive from the Revolutionary 
Council and in preliminary remarks in the circular has called on ministries 
and executive organizations to follow its recommendations as closely as 
possible. 


The PBOI circular underlines instabilities in the present economy due to 
past irregularities, and points to the fact that despite government 
efforts the economy continues to be stagnant and unemployment in dif- 
ferent sectors “appreciable.” If the trend in national expenditure, as 
compared to development programs, continues on an ascending scale it will 
eventually fail to meet essential wage payments and government purchases, 
the circular warned. 


In focusing on the stoppage of the nation had been scrapped, but that those 
which could still contribute to the national economy have, for various 
reasons, ceased to be operational. Only half of nearly 880 billion rials 
of the 1358 budget allocations for development had been utilized, the cir- 
cular added. 


Analyzing the reasons for the present stagnation, the circular said it 
was mainly due to strikes during the revolution, departure of foreign 
workers and technicians, unreasonable refusals to resume work, disruptions 
in work systems due to a shortage of skilled labour, most of which had 
gone abroad, and frequent changes in management. 


“Not all economic problems can be solved at once but certainly with the new 
financial policies the government will initiate in the 1359 budget a good 
many of them can be,” the circular said. 
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It went on to recommend austerities in government expenditure but at the 
same time urged that clear statements be made of all requirements of the 
various departments involved. 


It further recommended clear definition of policies and full explanations 
of reasons for stagnation in work projects. 


If there were projects impossible to carry on with because of the with- 
drawal of foreign cooperation as a result of the threatened Western economic 
boycott, then these should be abandoned, the PBOI said. 


Finally, the PBOI stressed concentration on development programs and on 
infrastructure such as electricity, water, roads, education and health. 


The circular recommends the need for focusing on ¢«:: <21 intensive schemes. 


Cso: 4920 
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REVENUES FROM I¥Y?ORT SURCHARGES PUBLISHED 
Tehran TIMES in English 13 Feb 80 p 2 


[Text] The Government has so far collected nearly $45 million from sur- 
charges levied on the imports of essentials such as rice, jute and meat 
with a view mainly to protect home produce, said Bayat Sarmadi a member 
of the Board of Directors of the Consumers and Producers Council yesterday. 


Sarmadi said that the protective tariffs were imposed mainly as a buffer 
against spiralling prices of these items in the country and in order to 
encourage home production. The measures have so far resulted in an 
increase in production of home produce. 


Moreover, added Sarmadi, the surcharges would enable the government to 
make essential purchases on the International markets. The Council is also 
endeavouring to compile lists of other home produced items which would 
receive similar protective benefits so that they could have wider distri- 
bution in the Iranian markets. 


Bayat Sarmadi also saiu that shortages of a number of consumer items on the 
local market would be countered by the government by imports and distribu- 
tion of such items as early as possible. 


Detailing the import surcharges Sarmadi said that a quantity of 145 thousand 
tons of rice had so far been imported this year and revenues from surcharges 
on this amounted to $25 million. On jute, on which the surcharge was 15 
cents per yard, and on meat the surcharges totalled $25 million. 


The revenue from surcharges on imports of meat was $10 million. The meat 
imported was mainly for distribution to the trade for production of Islamic 


sausages and to Chelo K-bab outlets. A quantity of 4,000 tons have so far 
been imperted on special licenses granted to the trade. 


CSO: 4920 
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ISRAEL 


DEFENSE ESTABLISHMENT INTENDS TO PRODUCE ITS PLANE OF THE FUTURE LOCALLY 
TA271105 Tel Aviv HA‘ARETZ in Hebrew 27 Feb 80 pp 1, 2 TA 
{Article by military correspondent Ze'ev Schiff] 


[Text] "The defense establishment has decided in principle to produce our 
plane of the future in Israel. The issue was recently broached by the 
defense minister at a cabinet meeting and was approved in principle. We 
have reached an adviinced stage in the various probes connected with de- 
veloping this plane, which is going to be of superb quality, although it 
is not designed to cowete with the plenes to be produced by the United 
States in the course of the forthcoming decade," said Deputy Defense Min- 
ister Mordekhay Zipori. 


Mr Zipori said the decision was made following lengthy deliberations which 
made it clear that, among other things, in the final analysis it would be 
cheaper to produce the plane in Is:ael than to purchase it lock, stock 
and barrel abroad. 


According to him, Israel should not compete with powers such as the United 
States in the production of high standard planes to be put into service 

by the year 2000, but Israel should and must produce a superb plane that is 
not meant to be in the spearhead of its air power. 


Mr Zipori also said producing the plane in Israel was not only a direct 
security requirement but also emerged from the need to maintain high tech- 
nological standards in Israel. A decision to postpone the production in 
Israel would not only preripitate a brain drain, but it would also delay 
natural development here in that sphere. 


"This was an all-out nationally important decision. It will have a favor- 


able impact in the spheres of economy, technology, quality of manpower as 
well as security." 


Asked how Israel would solve the problem of the new aircraft's engine, 
something that prevented «a«port of the Kfir plane, Mr Zipori said that, 
in respect to the plane of the future, we shall approach the United States 
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on the subject of the engine. “The intention is to produce the greater 
part of the engine in Israel, with the approval of the manufacturer and 


the U.S. administration. 


Regarding production investments, Mr Zipori said the issue was not being 
closely examined. The aviation industry will contribute to the develop- 
ment from its own resources. A certain amount will be allocated for this 
purpose in the defense budget for next year and further sums will be raised 
from other sources. 


cso: 4805 
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ISRAEL 


ISRAELI PUBLIC CONTINUES TO PREFER ALINEMENT 

TA291009 Tel Vaiv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 29 Feb 80 p 1 TA 

[Text] As in previous months, in February as well, the public continues 
to prefer the Alinement over the Likud, However, as in the past, a large 
section (42 percent) does not have an opinion, 


Question: “Who would you like to form the next government?" 


Date Likud Alinement No Preference 
December 24 34 42 
January 36 31 46 
February 24 3G 42 


These are the conclusions of a regular survey conducted by the Institute 
for Applied Social Research and the Institute of Communications of Hebrew 
University. The poll was conducted for YEDI'OT AHARONOT. 


The poll also reveals that the strength of Begin and Peres as candidates 

for the next premiership has been similar for several months. Weizman is 

not lagging far behind Peres or Begin. Begin and Peres are mostly preferred 
by their own party supporters whereas Weisman is mainly preferred by those 
wishing to see the Alinement and the Likud es partners in the next government. 


A change occurring in the last few months regarding Allon should be men- 
tioned: After he presented his candidacy his strength rose from 3 to 9 


percent. 


Candidate October-December 1979 January-February 1980 
Begin 16 17 
Weizman 15 14 
Peres 15 17 
Rabin 11 6 
Allon 3 9 
Others 14 ll 
No preference 26 26 
62 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


"ALI'S VISIT UNWELCOME--Senior employees of the aircraft industry are dis- 
satisfied with the fact that the Kfir aircraft's production line became 

the focus of visits by high-level Egyptian personalities surrounded by 
offi«ial photographers who filmed every detail. Last week Egyptian Minister 
of Defense Kamal Hasan ‘Ali visited the plane's production line as the 
guest of Defense Minister ‘Ezer Weizman, The original schedule for the 
visit to the aircraft industry did not include a visit to the Kfir production 
line. However, the program was altered by an order from the top. While the 
Egyptian minister was being briefed on the production line, the official 
Egyptian photographer, who was accompanying him, filmed each and every de- 
tail. “It was so obvious that the man was filming in accordance with pre- 
vious orders, and he did not even try to hide this. But nothing could be 
done," a defense establishment figure who was present said yesterday. "The 
Egyptians themselves must have been shocked at the fact that they were 
brought in, accompanied by journalists and cameramen, to the most secret 
places. It is true that there is peace with Egypt, but there is no need to 
go so far. To the best of my knowledge, the Egyptians have not yet shown 
us any of their military camps from the inside," the same source said. 
People in the aircraft industry were amazed by the details that the defense 
establishment heads disc!osed about the Lavi, the air force plane of the 
future. These details, including the name Lavi, had been classified as top 
secret, and people in the aircraft industry were surprised to hear about 
them in the interviews over the communications media at the end of the week. 
[Arye Egozi] [Text] [TAO021134 Tel Aviv YEDI‘OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 2 Mar 80 
p 5 TA) 


NEGEV WATER SUPPLY--Cairo--President al-Sadat'‘'s promise to divert the Nile 
waters to also irrigate the Negev, “and even Jerusalem," has been burst like 
a soap bubble. At a meeting with faculty of agriculture at the University 
of Alexandria, (Sayad Mara'i) (al-Sadat's relation by marriage and his close 
aide, who accepted the Nobel prize in his name) said that the Nile waters 
would only be used for developing Sinai and not for any other purpose. He 
added that the channels now being dug in several places along the Suez Canal 
would bring the Nile water to Sinai. Al-Sadai’s promise to divert the Nile 
water to Israel was never publicized in Egypt. It was mentioned in inter- 
views with the U.S. press and also in his talks with Minister Ari‘el Sharon. 
- Segev] [Text] [TAO21104 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 2 Mar 80 p 1 
TA 


63 


CSO: 4805 











LEBANON 












“a | 
bi F LH | af 
rE in an 
2 ig 
i ee 
2 ii Ti 
THR i371 
et ds ; THE : 
§ “3 i +a 5 
: it a ut 
ga 3! ii eeayed ieee 
bce dae el 
iP 
BEG: 











Iran: “The iranian revolution is still in its infancy and nobody 
knows the definitive form its ultimate issue will take. What one 
may feel quite certain about, as | do, is that iran is going to fal! in 


some form under Soviet influence.” 
Afghanistan: “| doubt that Afghanistan can liberate itself from 


Soviet domination, no matter what the West and China would do 


for it.” 


artificiel or obsolete or anachronistic or historically accidental in 


tion or by rapid evolution. Much that is unnatural or unjust or 
them will have to go.” 


to some agreement whereby they will have equal free access to the 
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The Near East: “| believe the United States and Europe will do 
thelr utmost (with good chances of success) to prevent the Eastern 
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He has served as Lebanon's ambassador to Washington and Leba- 


His answers to the questions submitted to him last week* were 
given to Monday Morning in writing and are reproduced verbatim 





This article is composed of nine questions and their answers. 
The first four are appearing in “Le Réveil,” translated from 
their 


original English. There is also a fifth question which 
appears in translation in “Le Réveil” but is not published here. 
Questions § to 9 in this interview have been written exclusively 


| 


superpowers? 

Answer: it would be saying 
too much to affirm that the 
invasion of Afghanistan by the 
Soviet Union marked the end 
of détente and the return to 
“the cold war.’ Détente is a 
mode of relationship between 
Washington and Moscow that 
contains benefits to both. 
Neither would want to risk the 
loss of the benefits accruing to 
it. Both Carter and Gromyko 
have declared that despite the 
present serious strain (and it is 
very serious) their aim remains 
the restoration of understand- 
ing and peace with the other 
side. Many people in the West 
have felt in recent years that 
détente has tilted more to 


the benefit of Moscow than to 
that of the West. What is 
sought now is a genuine state 
of détente in which the 
balance of interests and 
benefits is maintained without 
either side gaining advantages 
at the expense of the other. 

Moreover, one cannot say 
that the “colc war” ever really 
completely abated. Friction, 
distrust, mutual suspicion, 
ideological warfare, _—real 
conflicts of interest and 
influence in Cuba, Africa, 
the Middie East, Asia and 
Europe, have always reigned, 
though in varying degrees. The 
term “‘cold war” in its deepest 
Objective sense is only an 
expression of the fact that 
our one world contains two 
opposed systems of interpret- 
ing history, society, the nature 
of government, the nature of 
freedom, human rights, human 
destiny, the nature of truth, 
and the ultimate values. Where 
such a state of affairs prevails 
in one and the same world, 
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relationship to one or more 
of these centers. What we are 
witnessing today is a vast 


Question 2. Will the 
irano-American crisis and 
the recent events in 
Afghanistan hasten the 
process of peace in the 


Near East? 
Answer: in general, | 
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would answer this question in 


the affirmative, provided we 


keep in mind the distinction 
between “Near East’ and 
“Middle East.” 1! doubt that 
Afghanistan can liberate itself 
from Soviet domination no 
matter what the West and 
China would do for it. The 
utmost that can be expected 
from iran is the strictest 
neutrality, and even this is 
very doubtful in my mind; | 
think Iran, too, will sooner or 
later be swept under Soviet 
influence, directly or 
indirectly. China and the 
West (by the West | mean in 
this context principally the 
United States, because the 
West as a whole is not united 
in its outlook and policy, and 
even the Atlantic Alliance 
may break down under the 
strain of present and future 
developments; that is why |! 
say we are now witnessing a 
grand historic global 
readjustment of the balanced 
world order that has prevailed 
since the Second World War) 
are endeavoring now to 
bolster up Pakistan, but that 
country is unstable internally 
and a collapse from within is 
quite possible. Also, China 
and the West must act very 
circumspectiy, not only in 
relation to the Soviet Union, 
but with India, under the 
leadership now of Indira 
Gandhi, watching their every 
move. 

The outiook is different 
for the “Near East” strictly 
so-called. Just as the West 











suffers trom decisive strategic 
handicaps with respect tc 
Pakistan, Afghanistan anc 
. tran, so the Soviet Union 
faces important (perhaps 
decisive) strategic 
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their vital interests in these 
regions if the Eastern 
Mediterranean should fall into 





hostile hands. 

But the kind of peace that 
will supervene may not 
conform to _ preconceived 
partisan notions. It is not a 
matter of general ideas and 
wishes: it is principally the 
resultant of the existing, 
objective, given forces, both 
regional and _ international, 
and at once political, 
economic, military, moral and 
ideological. in the process of 
achieving this peace, great 
internal upheavals could 
occur in the Eastern 
Mediterranean. Instability, of 
course, varies from country 
to country, but | do not 
know a single country that is 
intrinsically immune ageinst 
fundamental upheaval. We are 
dealing with an equation of 
many variables and 
unknowns, and one wonders 
what the value of ‘the 
existing, objective, given 
variable’ of Lebanon, now 
unknown, will be at the 
moment of decision (which is 
the moment of the solution 
of the equation) or 
throughout the process 
leading to the decision. | beg 
every responsible person of 
every faction, interest and 
group to ponder this matter 
with the utmost seriousness. 
Great decisions of destiny are 
now in the air. The “value of 
the variable’ must be weighty 
for poor Lebanon, or any 
leader in it, to make any 





difference. And while people 
continue indulging in petty 


leadership 

Does it not also risk losing 

its credibility in the eyes 

of its allies? 

Answer: | do not think it 
is correct to say that “the 
American administration” has 
been passive “in relation to 
the iranian leaders.” The 
United States has taken many 
concrete steps against Iran. if 
you mean ‘‘relatively 
passive,” | may agree with 
you, because the steps taken 
so far have not produced the 
desired results. In any event, 
the question of the hostages 
has been exaggerated out of 
ali proportion to its intrinsic 
significance. To nut this 
matter inthe right perspective, 
think of the other fallouts of 
the crisis so far: the 
concentration of American 
naval might in the Indian 
Ocean and the Arabian Sea; 
the remarkable national unity 
achieved around President 
Carter (a unity unprecedented 
sround any President since 
the Second World War); the 
searching process of 
reappraisal in which the 
Americans are now engaged 
about themselves, their values, 
their policies, their military 


preparedness, and their place 
in the world; the highlighting 
in the mind of the American 
Government and people of the 
crucial importance of the Near 
and Middie East to 
their destiny (it is not a 
simple matter for the 
President of the United States 
to declare that the United 
States will go to wer to 
protect its vitai interests in 
these regions); the many 
concrete measures proposed 
by President Carter in his 
State of the Union message; 
the intensification of 
innovative theoretical and 
technological research, whose 
results in the present world 
Situation could be more 
decisive in the determination 
of history than any other 
circumstance; etc. Having 
regard to the wey the 
American system works, the 
fallouts of the present crisis, 
both with respect to Iran and 
to Afghanistan, are very 


ort? 
agree with you 


completely that America has 
been risking the loss of both its 
position of leadership in 
the world and its credibility in 
the eyes of its allies. This is 
what Chancellor Schmidt of 
West Germany hinted at 
when he said the other day that 
the West needed “strong and 
steady leadership.” This 
erosion in the world position 
of America has been going on 
for years. It remains to be 
seen whether the present 
awakening is penetratingly 














politically 
world is absolutely 
impossible, especially with 
the balance of 
ominously hanging over 
everybody's head. And yet, 
whether the will of America 
remains steady or whether it 
wavers, the question remains: 
will the other “existing 
objective, given forces” in the 
world, both moral and 
material, permit America to 
recover the position of 
leadership it commanded in 
the forties and fifties? 


Question 4. In the opinion 
of meny observers the 
Iranian revolution will 
destabilize the countries of 
the Gulf. Do you think this 
risk is real? 
Answer: Of course this risk 
is real, and that is why the 
United States is aroused. The 
Gulf erea cannot be shut out 
in the face of the Soviet 
Union eternally. 
Therefore, during this decade, 
maybe sooner than we think, 
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inconceivability of 


acceptable option; shrinking 
back from the brink, they 


will get together and draw up 
the contours of the new 


years; how long the new one 
will iast will depend on the 
wisdom of its architects and 
on technological 
developments, which could 
upset every present 
calculation. In the past new 
world orders were fashioned 
in the wake of wars, whether 
concluded by armistice or by 
surrender. Today a worid 
nuclear wer is out of the 
question, and therefore new 
orders arise not after but just 
before new wars break out. 
This is the greatest 
material-political change in 
history, brought about by the 
balance of terror as a result 
of the reiease of nuclear 
energy. 

lf then no nuclear world 
war, the economies, societies 
and systems of government of 
the Gulf states must undergo 








an inevitable change, whether 
by revolution or by rapid 
evolution. Much that is 
unnatural or uniust or 
artificial or otacivte or 


change, though not 
necessarily, nor even 
primarily, as a result of its 
religious character. The 
iranian revolution is still in 
its infancy and wobody 
knows the definitive form its 


ultimate issue will take. What 


one may feel quite certain 
about, as | do, is that Irz ; is 
going to fall in some form 
under Soviet influence. The 
direction of that revolution is 
not entirely in its own hands; 
it is a function of the over-all 
world situation, primarily the 
political and ideological 
confrontation between 
Washington and Moscow. In 
@ technologically unified 
world, autonomeus revolutions 
following in their 
development their own inner 
logic are no longer possible. 
Therefore, both the Iiranian 
revolution itself and the way 
it will influence events in the 
Gulf depend on the 
fundamental world struggle 
between Washington and 
Moscow, at least as much as 
on any indigenous dynamism 
determining the course of the 
revolution and its impact 
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abroad. While in ten years the 
region of the Gulf will 
exhibit a totally different 


you speak of “open warfare” 
! am afraid you are 
employing categories of 


from now on to free himself 
or herself for good of all such 
thinking. 

A nuclear holocaust is 
simply out of the question. 
There will be radical changes 
in history, but not as a result 
of a nuclear war. | repeat the 
formula {| used above: 
whereas in the past new 
world orders arose in the 
weke of world wers, from now 
on such orders will arise not 
after but just before such 
wers break out. This is the 











rule of history so long as the 
balance of terror. prevails. 

There is, of course, an 
exception to this, and that is 
the possibility that from the 
vast intensive secret 
theoretical and technological 
research that is going on all 
the time by both 
superpowers, a new discovery 
might srise that would 
completely upset the balance 
of terror, not in quantitative 
but in qualitative terms. If, 
fay instance, one side should 
secretly discover some device 
thet would effectively 
neutralize the nuclear 
weapons of the opposite side, 
then the side with the new 
weapon would render 
completely obsolete or 
ineffective all the weapons of 
the other side no matter how 
quantitatively superior, and es 
a result could dictate terms 
on the other side. But this 
exception, closely considered, 
is even not an exception; 
because in that case the 
side with qualitative 
inferiority could not itself 
Start a pre-emptive wer, since 
as it tried to use its 
Quantitatively superior 
weapons it would be 
surprised to find out that 
they did not work. There will 
then be a qualitative world 
change without war. This is, 
of course, a fantastic idea but 
it is not impossible 
theoretically. 

Nothing of what | said 
preciudes revolutions, 


subversions, coups, 
conventional wars, 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


DEVELOPMENT SEEN AS BOON TO SOCOTRA ISLAND 
Aden 14 OCTOBER in Arabic 1 Jan 80 p 4 


[Article by ‘Ali Salih al-Khilagi: "Come Let Us Read Together Pages 
From Book of Island of Perfume, Incense and Fish; Socotra: From 
Dragon Tree to Hopes of Tourist Island") 


[Text] Come let us read together pages from the book of Socotra, the news 
of Socotra, the names of Socotra and the old ani mwhistory of Socotra. Perhaps 
the Socotra of incense, perfumes and the dragon tree has forgotten its 
misery. The books have said a lot about Socotra'’s misery. It has been 
infested with tuberculosis, malaria and malnowrishment, and its good 

land has been ravaged by drought. The ancients knew it as the greatest 
source of perfumes and incense. 


Socotra has engaged in life anew and the seeds of the revolution have 
flourished in its soil. Come let us enter the doors of its new life. 


Identity of Yemen's Virgin 


Socotra or Yemen's virgin, as some peop)e like to call it, is the biggest 
of Yemen's islands. Its capital is Tamrida [Hadibu] and its towns are 
Qalansyah, Ghadib and Dayhad. The island of ‘Abd-al-Kuri is also under 
its jurisdiction. Socotra is divided administratively into three dis- 
tricts. 


Twelve years ago, i.e. since independence, life started to run in the 
veins of Socotra and new blood started to course its arteries. But the 
island is still waiting for more. 


This island is characterized by its clement weather, both in summer and 
in winter, and by beautiful natural scenery. Its plains are covered with 
greenery and with tall trees. The capital, Tamrida, shares this chara 
and lies on the coast liie a princess tickled by the sea breezes on one 
side and supported by a mountain range on the other. 
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What Is Socotra Famous For? 


Socotra is famous for its date palms, for the well-known dragon tree, for 
the aloe and al-shaynah trees (both exported) and for other plants that 
grow naturally. 


The island's inhabitants work in fishing, tending livestock, construction 
work and crafts, such as making pottery and weaving cloaks made from 
sheep's wool or goat's hair. Women in Socotra sew and ornament clothes 
and participate with men in all the kinds of work they do. 


Availability of Tourist Requirements 


All the requirements of modern tourism are naturally present in So. >tra. 
If attention is paid to this aspect, all the signs indicate prosperity 
and predict a flourishing tourist future for the island with its sea, 

its nature, its waterfalls, its tranquility and the genuinely good nature 
of its inhabitants and their fondness for what is new. 


What is surprising and amazing is that there are no predatory or dangerous 
animals in Socotra, not even dogs and foxes. On the contrary, beneficial 
animals--such as cattle, sheep and camels--are found abundantly in the 
island. The island a‘so has *«!~Zabadi cat which is similar to the 
domestic cat and from which ai-*sbad is taken as a perfume. 


With Comrade Secretary of Party Organization 


In Tamrida [Madibu], we stayed with the armed forces theatrical troupe 
which gave evening performances for the benefit of our comrades the troops 
and of the town inhabitants. We met with Comrade Ahmad Sa‘id Mahrus, 

the secretary of the Yemeni Socialist Party Organization in the island, 
and conducted with him an interesting interview that dealt with the 

past, present and future of Socotra. 


Comrade Mahrus started the interview calmly, remembering the island's 

sad past. He said: The life we lived under the shadow of the colonialist 
presence and of the yoke of the fearful trio--poverty, ignorance and 
disease--was a primitive and backward life unbefitting human beings. 

We lived in complete isolation from the world and from our country, 

Yemen. Even Arabic, Mahrus adds, was almost obliterated. There were no 
schools, no health care, no roads and nothing to be noted. Perhaps the 
only thing that colonialism brought here was the military base it set up 
in 1945 to protect its colonislist interests. We were very much like an 
antiquity from the middle ages preserved by time. 


[Question] (We told Comrade Mahrus:) Let us forget the past with its 
pains and its tragedies and let us taix about the new life whose features 
started with the dawn of independence. What are the most impori_nt accom 
plishments in Socotra Island in the 12 years since independence? 
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[Answer] With the triumph of the revolution and the achievement of inde- 
pendence, we started to build, beginning from scratch. New life began to 
emerge gradually to declare the birth of a new era. Here are the accom 
plishments and gains realized by the revolution standing as proof of the 
greatness of the revolution and of its glorious party, the Yemeni Socialist 
Party. I will talk about these accomplishments briefly. 


We Have Broken Ring of Isolation 


At the outset, we were able to break the ring of isolation imposed on our 
masses in the island. We have top priority to improving the living stan- 
dard of the masses, to establishing health and educational services, to 
opening roads and to other aspects. We have scored big successes within 
a short time of the revolution's life. 


Education 


In the sphere of education--let us recall that the island's illiteracy 
rate was 100 percent and that there was no trace of education in it--we 
have paid attention to building schools that have embraced many of those 
who were exposed to the disease of illiteracy. The current number of 
schools is seven schools which include in the present academic year more 
than 2,000 male and female students. Lessons in the scool of Tamrida 
{Hadibu], the capital, are given in two morning and evening shifts because 
of the large number of students and because the school is not large 
enough to accommodate them. Work will be carried out in the future to 
enlarge the existing schools. in the course of our talk about education, 
we must also point out the shortages from which the schools are sufferirg 
in terms of laboratories and school furniture which have not been supplied 
by the authorities concerned in the First Governorate. 


Comrade Mahrus also pointed out that the interest in education has not 
been confined to the new generations, and that the illiteracy eradication 
law has had its impact on our masses in Socotra who have eagerly joined 
the illiteracy eradication classes. Illiteracy eradication centers have 
spread everywhere. Our comrades the teachers provide instruction in 
these centers. The number of men and women currently enrolled in the 
illiteracy eradication classes is 900. 


Health Sphere 


The sphere of health, Comrade Mahrus adds, has also received extreme 

attention. We now have a health center and a chest disease clinic in % 
Tamrida [Hadibu} and two health units in the second and third districts, 

in addition to a mobile health unit that offers its services to the 

villages spread throughout the island. Environmental health activities 

are also being carried out. Health teams are engaged in efforts to con- 

trol epidewics and diseases and to offer health guidance for protection 
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against these diseases. Moreover, we have a considerable number of 
middle level cadres who have been trained in the Aden Health Institute, 
including male and female nurses and doctors’ assistants. However, we 
are still suffering from the lack of doctors and we are still awaiting 
the arrival of the doctor promised us by the authorities concerned. 


Interest in Economic Sphere 


Attention has also been paid to the economic sphere because of its extreme 
importance in improving the citizens’ standard of living and enhancing the 
level of their development. It is well-known that Socotra is an island 
surrounded by waters that are rich with their fish resources. Fishing 

is considered one of the most important crafts in which the inhabitants 
are engaged. We have exerted efforts to spread cooperative awareness in 
this sphere, and we have received a considerable response from the citi- 
zens. Cooperative work is now predominant in the fishing activity, and 
we have a fishing cooperative that includes more than 400 members who 

are distributed among six production units (gathering center). 


Kinds of Fish 


The most important kinds of fish are: (Al-lakhm, al-tamd, al~-dirik, the 
various types of al-jahsh and al-shurukh). Comrade Mahrus asserted that 
it is possible to increase the quantities of fish produced if modern means 
of production are supplied. He also added that pearls and mother of 
pearl are fished in small quantities due to the lack of demand for then. 


Agriculture and Nature's Fruits 


In the sphere of agriculture, the inhabitants used to rely on natural 
plants that supplied them with their fruits, such as date palms. No 
attention was paid to agriculture. Fish and dates continued to be the 
citize.s main diet, despite the suitability of the land for cultivation 
and despite the avcilability of water. A state farm with a total area 
of 500 feddans was later set up in the island. The farm produces various 
kinds of vegetables, in addition to grains. The farm could have given 
good results if it were not for the failure to use the water ideally end 
to regulate the irrigation. The Aloe and (al-shaynah) trees are also 
planted in the island and their production is exported to the outside 
world in large quantities through the Foreign Trade Company. Other trees 
in the island include the dragon tree. 


Supplying Consumer Goods 


To supply the citizens’ needs of consumer and food commodities, a branch 
of the Domestic Trade Company has been opened in Tamrida [Hadibu] and 
two other branches in the second and third districts. There are ideas 
and proposals to open new branches in the other areas. 





As for the means of transportation, Comrade Mahrus adds, they are recent. 
Before 1973, there were no noteworthy roads, and no car or vehicle had 
entered the island. At present, there is a good road network that links 
the capital with the other areas. The most important roads are: The 
Tamrida [Hadibu]-(Mawra) road, Tamrida-Qalansyah road and Tamrida-(Nujad) 
road. The length of these roads is estimated at more than 150 miles. 


Role of Party Organization 


[Question] What is the role undertaken by the party organization in 
Socotra District and how do you evaluate the activities of the other pop- 
ular organizations? 


[Answer] The party organization performs an important role in leading 
and enlightening the masses so that they may understand the resporsibili- 
ties required of them. The party organization also guides the masses 
through their popular organizations, namely: (Ashid), the women's union 
and the civil defense committees organization. These organizations also 
exert positive efforts to help the party organization in englightening 
the masses, organizing their initiatives, and urging them to struggle 

on the front of eradicating illiteracy and solving the various problems. 


(Comrade Mahrus added:) The presence of the party organization has had 
an important impact on creating a new state of political awareness among 
the masses, thus enabling them to respond vigilantly to all the tasks 
that we propose for the development of the island and for the implementa- 
tion of its projects. 


Regarding the future tasks, Comrade Mahrus said: There are numerous pro- 
jects that will be implemented. Some of the projects are drawn up in the 
five-year plan and others are drawn up by the island directorate. The 
most important of these projects are the project to introduce electricity 
to Tamride [{Hadibu], the capital; a water project for the capital; a 
project for a freezer to preserv: fish; a project to build new housing 
units; a project to build a pier .apable of accommodating various kinds 
of ships and boats; and projects for expansion in the construction of 
schools, in opening roads and in opening new branches of the Domestic 
Trade Company. 


In the sphere of tourism, some studies have been made to set up tourist 
projects and we hope that these studies will find their way toward 
implementation. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


BRIEFS 


SAUDI OIL TO AUSTRIA--On his return to Saidi Arabia, Austrian Chancellor 
Bruno Kreiski said that Austria will be cseceiving 1.5 mn ton of oil annually, 
6% of its annual needs, from Saudi Arabia at the present OPEC rate. Only 
recently Saudi Arabia raised its oil prices from 24 dollars to 26 a barrel. 
He said that there is a probability the 1.5 mn tons will be increased to 2 
million. [Text] (Beirut THE ARAB WORLD WEEKLY in English 9 Feb 80 p 8) 


SAUDI PETROLEUM PLANS--The "Middle East Economic Survey" magazine reported 
yesterday that Saudi Arabia was disappointed with the decisions of some Arab 
countries to increase their oil prices, after it had raised 2°'m dollars, the 
Saudi oil price. Attributing its sources to a Saudi official, the journal 
said that Saudi Arabia had raised its oil prices to 26 dollars so that a 
unified oil price would be fixed. The journal said that, realizing the 
unreadiness of the Gulf countries to agree on a unique price, Saudi Arabia 
might either decrease the price of its oil or increase its oil production. 
(Text) {Beirut THE ARAB WORLD WEEKLY in English 9 Feb 80 p 3) 
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SULTANATE OF OMAN 


PFLO LEADER CRITICIZES U.S. SECURITY PLANS, MILITARY PRESENCE IN 
GULF AREA 


Aden 14 OCTOBER in Arabic 3 Jan 80 p 2 


[Interview with ‘Abd-al-'Aziz al-Qadi, Chairman of Central Executive 

Committee of Popular Front for Liberation of Oman, by Muhammad Zayn; 

"Gulf's Security Lies in Ousting Foreign Forces From Area and Putting 
End to Intervention in Its Affairs; What Is Happening in Gulf Is Not 

Isolated From What Is Happening in Lebanon and Palestine; Our Revolu- 
tion Will Continue to Escalate and Develop Constantly") 


[Text] Many questions arise in our minds in the Gulf 
area, especially in the wake of intensified U.S. 
threats to interfere in the area's affairs under 
various slogans 


We presented several questions to comrade ‘Abd-al-'Aziz 
al-Qadi, the PFLO (Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Oman] Central Executive Committee chairman, on these 

issues. The questions and his answers were as follows: 


[Question] What is the front's position vis-a-vis the new plans for the 
so~called Gulf security? 


fanswer}) The so~called Gulf security plans are old in the area. The 
nature and identity of these plans, especially the U.S. plans, were quite 
clear from the outset. In view of the intensifying nationalist movement 
in the Gulf area and the growing political and democratic awareness among 
the masses, the imperialists forces and their allies have begun to feel 
greater fear for their presence and for the interests of their U.S. mono- 
polies, especially their oil monopolies, in the area. This is why they 
have devised a formula that is renewed every now and then under the name 
of Gulf security. In fact, it is a foreign imperialist formula 
developed by thn United States and its allies to justify further domina- 
tion and intervention in the area's affairs, and to impose full and direct 
control over this area. Their purpose is to serve their poisonous and 
aggressive imperialist strategy, and to preserve their oil interests and 
their continued plundering of the area's resources. 
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During the shah's days, a formula for the Gulf's military, political and 
economic security was projected. Outwardly, the formula was regional in 
character, but it was indirectly linked to imperialist plans and aggres- 
sive goals in the area. The formula faltered for more than [live years, 
and finally fell with the fall of the shah's regime and the triumph of 
the revolution in Iran. 


In the light of the new U.S. imperialist strategy, the United States and 
the other parties of the Camp David pact projected nearly three months 
ago the new formula which the lackey regime of Qabus has been advocating 
and preaching openly. What is interesting is that this new formula has 
begun to call for direct organic participation in the new pact by the 
imperialist forces--the United States, Britain and West Germany--under 
the slogan of protecting the Strait of Hormuz and the joint oil interests 
of these countries in the Gulf area. 


Essentially, this call is a U.S. call seeking, in our opinion, to achieve 
a number of purposes. At a time when the old, and outwardly regional, 
formula failed, a new formula is projected for direct participation by 
foreign forces. 


The first purpose of the new plan, which has been espoused. advocated and 
preached by Qabus, is not the formula itself. The imperialist forces 

were aware in advance that the new formula would be rejected by the area's 
states more firmly than the previous formula had been rejected. In our 
evaluation, the objective of the new formula is to use it as a test bal- 
loon launched by the imperialist forces from Muscat to measure reactions to 
their new strategy and plans. 


The second purpose is to project this formula as a maximum sbjective. If 
rejected, the old formula which faltered and then fell with the downfall 
of the shah’s regime, «ould be revived. Thus, to revive the old formula 
as a minimum, the imperialist forces are projecting through their lackeys 
a more advanced formula. Thus, the new formula would be a prelude to re- 
viving the old formula of the Gulf security alliance. 


the third purpose is that even if this formula is rejected, it will have 
at least created the necessary psychological and political climate for 
greater U.S. military intervention and for greater direct U.S. presence 

in this or that part of the Gulf area. Thus, the projection of this 
formula has been meant to scare or delude the area's nations into believ- 
ing that there are real dangers threatening them and threatening the 
security of their peoples--dangers coming from sources other than the 
imperialist states. Consequently, the neceesary political ard psychologi- 
cal climate would be set, if only partially, to accept further imperialist 
U.S. military intervention and presence in this sensitive vart of the 
world, as has actually happened. Even though the new formula has 

been completely rejected by the area‘’s nations, the area has witnessed 

in the past two or three months escalation in the U.S. military presence 
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in the waters of the Gulf of Oman, the Arab Sea and the Arab Culf. In 

the light of the harsh lesson it has learned at the hands of the strug- 
gling peoples of Iran, U.S. imperialist strategy is no longer content 

with just strengthening its supports in the area--led by Muscat's regime-- 
militarily, politically and economically. U.S. imperialism warts to go 
further and achieve direct presence of its forces. Thus, it would fully 
muarantee that the area'swill be kept umder its control and that the areas 
peoples and its rising nationalist movement will be suppressed. 


Gulf security, as we understand it and as the area's peoples generally 
know it, lies in ousting all foreign forces and bases from the area, 

in putting an end to all forms of intervention in the area's affairs, 
and in liquidating the various forms of imperialist presence, especially 
military presence. 


The Gulf's real security is a responsibility that falls on the shoulders 
of the area's peoples themselves. These peoples are entitled to build 
their life according to the formula they want and they are capable of 
guaranteeing the real security of the area--not the security of the 
escalating imperialist presence and interests that are threatening world 
peace and security. 


[Question] Some Pentagon leaders speak of the necessity of a U.S. pre- 
sence in more than one area. What does such a presence seek, who is it 
aimed against, and does it come within the framework of rearranging condi- 
tions in the light of the Camp David accords? 


[Answer] This question is in fact an extension of the first question. 

The statements of U.S. officials, both military and political, on the 
importance of their direct presence in the area are numerous. These of- 
ficials shout at times that the Gulf area is now within the security 
strategy of the United States. At other times, they scream that the Gulf 
area is no less important than the NATO countries. They also declare 
loudly that they have formed a mobile force of 110,000 U.S. troops to 
intervene in any part of this sensitive area when necessary!! These 
imperialist statements reflect clearly a direct aggression against and 
intervention in the area's affairs, security and safety. It is our evel- 
uation that when U.S. imperialism makes such statements, it does not make 
them just to realize relative goals or for the purpose of political black- 
mail. Practical experience proves that the U.S. imperialists are serious 
in one way or another in escalating their direct military and political 
presence in this area. There is no doubt that this inclination is con~- 
nected with the downfall of the shah's regime in Iran and the disturbance 
in the balance of power in the area caused by this downfall on one hand, 
and with the Camp David accords and the plans of the U.S.-Israeli~al-Sadat 
military alliance on the other had. 


There is increasing evidence that a fundamental link in the chain of the 
Camp David plot is designed to be implemented in the Gulf area, and that 
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a fundamental part of the new and ferocious imperialist-Zionist onslaught 
will cover the Gulf area in its capacity as an oil region. In the final 
analysis, oil is the tangible economic core o* all the Middle East's 
problems. This is why U.S. imperialism has announced the formation ol the 
so-called Fifth Fleet for stationing in waters close to the southern 
Arabian Peninsula, the Arab Sea and the Gulf of Oman. U.S. imperialism 
wants this fleet to constitute a naval military force constantly prepared 
to intervene and strike any popular uprising in any part of the Gulf and 
Peninsula, and to pose a threat to the progressive nationalist regime in 
democratic Yemen. On the other hand, ceaseless efforts have been in pro- 
gress for more than two years to develop the Masirah Base which used to be 
a small British naval and air base, and which has turned now into a sophis- 
ticated U.S.-British naval and air base. Efforts are still in progress 

to develop this base into a U.S. base ultimately. This is indicated by the 
efforts that have been going on for sometime to enlarge the runways; to 
build new runways, aircraft hangars, installations and underground shelters; 
and to develop and improve the military naval port in this island. Current- 
ly, the Masirah base is never free at any time of the presence of some U.S. 
naval units in it. 


The ongoing development and construction works in this island indicate 
clearly that U.S. imperialism is developing this base to turn it into a 
long-range strategic base. Its range goes beyond the berders of the Sul- 
tanate and the southern Peninsula, and is connected with the U.S. imperial- 
ist strategy relating to the Gulf, the Peninsula and the Indian Ocean. 

In the light of the formation of the so-called Fifth Fleet, the Masirah 
base is intended to become a rest and launching point for the units of 

this fleet. 


Moreover, the aircraft carriers Midway and Kitty Hawk are almost always 
present in the Arab waters, the waters of Oman in particular. These two 
ships carry on board nearly 140 fighter aircraft. This is in addition 
to the smaller units attached to these two air«raft carriers. 


The daily U.S. imperialist intervention and increasing military presence in 
the Gulf of Oman and in the Indian Ocea is no doubt connected with the 

U.S. statements and threats to interfere in this area's affairs and with the 
completely new U.S. strategy for the Middle East area--a strategy built on 
the consequences of Camp David and of the ruthless imperialist onslaught 
against the Arab nation. What is happening in Palestine and Lebanon, 

and the ever-faster steps taken to achieve the so-called normalization 

of relations between al-Sadat and Israel, are directly connected with what 
is happening in the Gulf area currently. Thus, the battle to foil Cam 
David must be a cohesive battle that takes into consideration the total 
cohesion of the imperialist-Zionist plan and the new onslaught launched 

by the Camp David parties and their allies. 








[Question] The ceaseless winds of the Iranian revolution have thrown more 
than one task on the shoulders of the nationalist and progressive forces 
in the area. Has a new initiative been taken insofar as these forces are 
concerned? 


[Answer] There is no doubt that the Iranian revolution has created a new 
political situation in the area. Nationalist and progressive forces in 
the area should be aware of it and should properly react to it. 


The Iranian revolution and the fall of the shah's regime as an instrument 
of oppression in the hands of the imperialist forces have had different 
effects on conditions in the area of Oman and the Gulf generally. On the 
one hand, the imperialist forces, led by the United States, have begun-- 
as we hav already pointed out--to move in the direction of entrerching 
their direct military presence in the area. On the other hand, the Iranian 
revolution's victory has created forms of popular wnrest and has bolstered 
the nationalist movement in this area. There is currently a feeling among 
the nationalist circles, led by the PFLO, that this area--the area of 

Oman and the Gulf--is approaching a period of hot conflict and confronta- 
tion with the imperialist presence, its interests, and its supporters led 
by the Muscat regime. The popular movement has expressed its unrest and 
its democratic nationalism in various marches and demonstrations and in 
voicing nationalist demands on more than one occasion and in more than 

one place. Therefore, we can conclude that objective conditions are, to 

a large degree, ripe for the popular political movement to achieve its 
national and democratic goals. 


However, we must acknowledge that the vanguards and organizing instruments 
of this popular movement are still suffering from a certain weakness that 
has not enabled them to lead the state of growing restlessness among the 
masses, and to develop it and direct it toward its goals. 


Therefore, the intrinsic condition of the nati: democratic movement 

faces the need to mature and to overcome its p  . of weakness. It would 
then be fully able to rise to the challenge of . 8, and to lead success- 
fully the growing popular poltical movement to its national and democratic 
goals. Some of the factors that cause the vanguards of the national demo- 


cratic movement in the area to continue to fall short of meeting the challenge 
of events include division and inability, so far, to develop advanced formu- 
las of joint action among tne movement's various parties. Therefore, we 
assert that it is necessary for these forces to meet again, and to emerge 
with a clear and definite program that meete all requirements for con- 
fronting the imperialist-reactionary program. We also stress the need 

for these forces to coordinate their struggle in a better and more com- 
plete manner on the basis of a joint political program. 


Unless the popular movement, which is proceeding in the direction of 
greater maturity and growth, finds the instrument capable of organizing 
it and leading it toward its goals, it will undoubtedly face a setback. 
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On the other hand, there are, in the midst of this popular wrest, form 
of reactionary infiltration trying to direct the popular movement and 

its struggle toward the mire of sectarian, tribal and religious conflicts. 
This undoubtedly serves and flows into the scheme of the imperialist 
forces and their allies. Ome of the urgent tasks facing national and 
progressive forces is to arrest these suspect tendencies in the circles 
of the popular national movement, and to unite the ranks of this move- 
ment and lead them toward their national and democratic goals. 


[Question] Can you shed some light on the nature of the current political 
situation in Oman? 


{Answer} In the light of the consequences of the Camp David accords and 
of the Iranian revolution's victory, the imperialist forces--led by the 
United States--have begun to devote increasing attention to the Sultanate 
of Oman. The Sultanate is, in their view, the regime most favored to 
perform the role of central point and crossing bridge for extension of 
their new plans and interventions into the area. This is so because of 
Oman's geographic location on the map of the Gulf and of the Peninsula, 
its control of the Strait of Hormuz, its vast area, and the political 
line adopted by Qabus who has thrown himself completely into the bosom 
of the imperialist forces and their plans. Qabus is always fully pre- 
pared to perform the role of a local instrument for implementing these 
plans, and he advocates and promotes foreign presence and imperialist 
bases in the area. Therefore, in the period following the conclusion 

of the Camp David accords and the triumph of the Iranian revolution, the 
area has witnessed a number of U.S. weapons deals with the Muscat re- 
gime, accompanied by ever-increasing numbers of military and political 
experts. 








SYRIA 


RUNDOWN OF NEW COUNCIL OF MINISTERS PROVIDED 
Damascus AL-BA‘TH in Arabic 17, 18 Jan 80 


/article: “A Glance at the Biographies of Some New Ministers in the New 
Government" / 


/17 Jan 80 p 2/ 


/Text/ A Glance at the Biography of Mr Walid Hamdiun, Deputy Prime Minister 
for Service Affairs 


Born in Hamah in 1936 of a working class family, be obtained a diploma from 
the Ibn Rushd Secondary School in Hamah and joined the Arab Socialist Ba'‘th 
Party in 1952. He was dismissed from all schools in the time of al- 
Shishakli's regime because of his party activities and was harassed until 
that regime ended. 


lie enrolled in the 1956-58 class of the War College and graduated with the 
rank of lieutenant. He was released from the army after the secession from 
the union in 1961 and was jailed during the secessionist regime. After the 
March Revolution, he returned to the armed forces and progressed in mili- 
tary responsibilities, and party responsibilities in the military sector, 
from group secretary to branch secretary. 


He took part in the October War of Liberation and was promoted to the rank 
of brigadier general in 1976, receiving responsibility for the Prevince of 
Damascus /and becoming/ member of the command of the Damascus Outskirts 
Branch of the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party at the Seventh Regional Party 
Congress. 


He is married and has three sons. 

A Glance at the Blography of the Interior Minister 

Maj Gen Nasir-al-Din Nasir was born in Aleppo in 1935 of a working-class 
family and received a secondary diploma from Aleppo schools. 
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He enrolled in the War College and graduated from it in 1956 with the rank 
of lieutenant. He progressed in military responsibilities until appointed 
director of the War College and director of the Officers’ Affairs Depart 
ment. He performed a number of party responsibilities in the armed forces 
as section secretary and branch secretary and has been a member of the 
party committee of the armed forces since the Corrective Movement. He was 
elected member of the reserve regional command after the Sixth Regional 
Party Congress, was appointed director of the Political Department of the 
Army and the Armed Forces in 1977, was promoted i:o the rank of major gen- 
eral on 1 January 1979 and was elected member of the regional command at 
the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party Seventh Regional Congress. 


He is married and has four children. 


A Glance at the Biography of Mr Faruq al-Shar’, Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs 


He was born in Dar’a in 1938. 


He graduated from Damascus University in 1962 and has a degree in English 
Literature. 


He is married and has two children. 
He went to work with the Syrian Arab Airline Company in 1963. 


In 1964 he was appointed manager of the company's office in Dubai, then was 
appointed the company’s acting commercial sanager then manager of the com 
pany's office in London for 5 years, after which he returned and was ap- 
pointed commercial manager of the company until 1976. 


He was appointed the Syrian Arab Republic's ambassador to Rome in 1977 and 
remained in that post until this date. 


A Glance at the Biography of Dr Hamid Musawkar, Minister of Agriculture 
and Agrarian Reform 


He was born in Masayif in 1931, is married and has seven children. He 
studied for his elementary and preparatory diplomas in Hamah and graduated 
from the Rural Teachers’ Training College in 1952. He worked as a teacher 
in agricultural schools for a period of 5 years. 


He graduated fr.m the Agricultural Faculty of Cairo University in 1958 as 
an agricultural engineer and was employed as tutor in the Higher Agricul- 
tural Institute in Damascus and the Faculty of Agriculture from 1961 to the 
present. He was sent to the United States of Ame ica to receive a master's 
degree at ’’ chigean State University, then moved tw Louisiana State Usivers- 
ity, where he received a doctorate in 1970. He returned to the country, 
worked as a teacher at the Agricultural Faculty, then became assistant 
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professer at the faculty. After that he received the following administra- 
tive pusitions--chairmanship of the Plant Production Department in the 
faculty, vice-deanship of the faculty for acientific affairs, then deanship 
of the Faculty of Agriculture--before assuming the post of minister. 

Mr Musewkar occupied the positioa of assistant secretary for teachers of 
the Damascus University Branch and represented the Teachers’ Union for a 
period of 1 year in the Higher Education Council. He has been a member of 
the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party since 1948. 

A Glance at the Biography of Dr Husayn al-Qadi, Minister of Industry 

was born in Salkhad in 1943. 

received a bachelor’s in commerce from Damascus University in 1964. 
received a master's degree in accounting from Cairo University in 1973. 
received a doctorate in account esuditing from Cairo University in 1976. 


was appointed tutor in the Feculty of Commerce in Damasous University 
1969 and in 1970 was sent to prepare for a doctorate at Cairo Univerzity. 
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In 1976 he was appointed instructor at the Faculty of Economics and Conm- 
merce at Damascus University. He is married. 


A Glance at the Biography of Dr Ghassub 41-Rifa'i, Minister of Health 


He is married and has four children. He studied general medicine at the 
University of Paris then returned to Hums in 1959 after graduating and re- 
ceived the position of health director of Hums in 1971 for a period of 4 
years. He then resigned at his own request, returned, and assumed the 
position of head of the Malaria Bureau in /the Department of/ Health in 
Humes. He was elected member of the Executive Committee of the Doctors’ 
Union in the past session and is a founder of the Doctors’ Union in Hums. 
He joined the party in 1947. 


A Glance at the Biography of Dr Yahya al-Khayir, Minister of the Euphrates 
Dam 


He was born in the town of Dayr al-Zawr, is merried and has two children. 
He received a secondary diploma in the town of Dayr al-Zawr and graduated 
from the Faculty of Engineering at Damascus University in 1969. He worked 
as an engineer in the Industrial Projects Imp!ementation Organization, then 
worked at the university as a tutor in the Paculty of Engine. ‘ing from 

1971 to 1973. He was then sent to Britain and obtained a doc orate in 

road and airport engineering from Glasgow University in Scotland in 1979. 
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Dr al-Khayir was elected a member of the Damascus branch commanl of the 
Arab Socialist Ba'th Party in 1964. In 1965 he was elected secretary of 
the Damascus University branch of the party and worked as a member of the 
party's Damascus University branch from 1970 to 1973. He also worked as 
a member of the executive committee of the Progressive Student Vanguard in 
1962 and was elected president of the Syrian National Students’ Federation 
in 1965-66. He joined the Ba‘th Party in 1954. 


A Glance at the Biography of Mr Muhammad Najib al-Sayyid Ahmad, Mi: si: 
of Education 


He was born in the Province of Idlib, Harim Salqayn, in 1936. Education: 
a bachelor's degree in Arabic. The series of tasks assigned to him: 


Secretary of the Salqayn party group, 1966-. 

Member of the Idlib branch command, 1967-68. 

Member of the Harim group command, 1970-75. 

Secretary of the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party Idlib branch, 1975. 
Married, with six children; from a peasant fanily. 

A Glance at the Biography of Dr Muhammad al-Atrash 


He was born in Tertus Province, 1934, and has a doctor's degree in economics 
from London University, 1963. 


He joined the Syrian Bank in June 1963, progressed in his positions, and in 
early 1974 received the post of deputy governor of the Central Bank of 
Syria. Between the end of 1974 and November 1976 he worked as executive 
manager of the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development and 
between November 1975 and November 1978 worked as executive manager in the 
World Bank. In April 1979 he was appointed undersecretary of economy and 
foreign trade. 


He has puklished numerous works and articles on economics in university 
magazines in Arabic and English. He also represented the country and other 
Arab states in international economic conferences. 


He is married with three children. 


Me Nayif Jarju' 


A glance at the biography of Mr Nayif Jarju', the minister of public works 
and water resources and Arab Socialist Party representative: 








He was born in al-Suwayda’ in 1930, is married and has four children. He 
received his primary and preparatory education in the schools of al- 
Suwayda’, received his secondary education in the Higher Collese Prepara- 
tory Secondary School in Damascus, and received a bachelor's degree in 
literature from the History Department, a teacher's certificate and secon- 
dary education accreditation in Damascus University in 1953. 


He taught history in secondary schools in Damascus, Dayr al-Zawr and al- 
Suwayda'. 


He joined the Arab Ba‘th Party in 1948, took part in its struggle and con- 
ferences, and was a member of its leadership committee in 1954. 


He was elected deputy from al-Suwayda’ as a representative of the Arab 
Socialist Ba'th Party at the founding trade union congress in / 961. 


He was appointed director general of the General Radio and Television Con- 
mittee in 1962. 


He held the position of administrative and financial director of the Gen- 
eral Education Building Committee and upon his selection as minister of 
public works and water resources was in charge of the General Department 
of the General Education Building Committee. 


Mr Khalid al-Maliki 


A glance at the biography of Mr Khalid ibn ‘Izzat al-Maliki, minister of 
justice: 


He was born in Damscus in 1943 of a family engaged in agriculture. He 
received a secondary diploma in 1960, graduated from the University of 
Damascus in 1964, and received a degree in law with a rating of excellent. 
He is married and has three daughters. 


He joined the judiciary in 1966 and progressed through the following judic- 
iary positions: 


Examining magistrate in Damascus; penal justice of the peace in Damascus; 
moral and sumasry principle judge; deputy public prosecutor in Damascus; 
and representative of the prosecutor before the criminal court. 


He was chief of the civil court of first instance in Damazccus, head of the 
Judicial Aid Committee and member of the Legislation Departwent of the 
Ministry of Justice. 


He was counsellor in the appeals court in Damascus as well as working in 
the Legislation Department. 
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He has participated as a Ministry of Justice representative in many com- 
mittees setting forth legislation, laws, statutes and studies in various 
government ministries. 


Ne has participated in numerous domestic and foreign arbitration conmittees. 


He has participated in judiciary accreditation and training committees and 
helped train judges. 


He has participated in negotiations on a number of international judiciary 
agreements. 


He has given a number of legal lectures in the Ministry of Justice and the 
Lawyers’ Union. 


He has authored a number of legal works, including: 


The book "Judge of Urgent Matters in Syrian Legislation," and the book 
"Abrogation of Contracts and Payment for Nonperformance." 


He has 23 legal research works published in legal journals. 


He has received a number of encouragement bonuses by republican and min- 
isterial decree. 


Mr Nayif Ta‘ani 

A glance at the biography of Mr Nayif Ta‘ani, minister of state: 

He was born in 1937 in the town of Dar'a, is married and has six children. 
He studied in the Primary Teachers’ College in Damascus, graduating after 
4 years, then studied for the bachelor's degree in the Province of al- 
Suwayda’ for 2 years while teaching. He served for 2 years in al-Sanamayn 
Secondary School as a teacher of English and mathematics and in his years 
of teaching obtained a law degree from Damascus University in 1964, direct- 
ly joined the lawyer's profession and worked for 17 years as a lawyer. 

He is a member of the 1977 session of the People's Assembly. 


He is the vice chairman of the fiscal law committee. 


He is a member of the Political Bureau of the Socialist Unificationist 
Party. 


Mr Mikha'il Naqqul, Minister of State 


He was born in the Province of Hums, town of Rabbah, in 1939. He studied 
at the primary and intermediate levels in al-Maqriyyah, received a 
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bachelor of law degree from Damascus University in 1968, joined the party 
in 1956 as assistant section secretary in the Damascus University branch, 
and was elected member of the party's Sixth Regional Congress. 


He worked as section secretary in Damascus University in 1972-75, teachers‘ 
section secretary in Damascus University in 1975-76, and director of the 
Commercial Institute in Damascus University from 1977 to the time he was 
assigned the ministry. He is married. 


/18 Jan 80 p 2/ 


/Text/ Mr ‘Abd-al-Qadir Qaddurah, Deputy Prime Minister for Economic 
Affairs 


He was born in 1935. 


He joined the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party in the 1950's, obtained a secondary 
diploma from Damascus schools, and fought in the student ranks. 


His educational qualifications are a bachelor's degree in chemistry from 
the University of Damascus and a diploma of higher studies from East 
Germany. 


Tasks he has performed: 

Teacher. 

Director of the Intermediate Textile Industries Institute. 

Director general of the Arab Pharmaceutical Company TAMIKO. 

Director general of the General Chemical Industries Organization. 

He was elected member of the central committee and regional command of 

the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party at the end of the party's Seventh Regional 
Congress. 

He is married and has three children. 

Dr ‘Abd-al-Jabbar al-Dahhak, Minister of Oil and Mineral Resources 

He was born in 1940 in al-Silmiyah, is married and has seven children. He 
joined the ranks of the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party in the early 1950's, 
obtained a bachelor's degree in geological sciences from Damascus University 
in 1965, was appointed teacher in the Ministry of Education in 1966, was 
appointed tutor in the Faculty of Sciences, Biology Department in 1967, and 
chen was sent to France to prepare a doctorate in his specialization, then 


a doctorat de l‘etat in sciences from Grenoble University at the French 
Atomic Power Commission's Center of Atomic Studies. 
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In 1972 he was appointed teacher at the Faculty of Science at Damascus 
University until 1977, then assistant professor in charge of administrative 
affairs in the Faculty of Science. 


Dr As‘ad Darqawi, Minister of Higher Education 





He was born in Aleppo in 1929, is married and has three children. In 1952 
he received a bachelor's degree in literature from the Philosophy Depart- 
ment of Aleppo University, received a diploma in education and pursued 
teaching in the Teachers’ College in Aleppo. He was then sent to France 
to receive a doctorat de l'etat from the Sorbonne University's Philosophy 
Department in 1965. He was assigned to the facuity at the Faculty of 
Letters and stayed there until named minister. 


Prof Ahmad Salim Darwish, Minister of State 


He was born in the village of Tarshiha in the District of ‘Aka, Occupied 
Palestine, in 1936. He is married and the father of eight children. He 
received a bachelor's degree in law from Damascus University in 1964. He 
began his career by working as a lawyer in Aleppo, then was appointed to 
the General Telecommunications Organization as administrative affairs man- 
ager in the Department of Aleppo. He then worked as an inspector with the 
General Auditing and Investigating Authority where he stayed until assigned 
the ministry. 


He was elected vice chairman of the bourd of the Lawyers’ League in Aleppo. 


He joined the Socialist Unificationists’ Party in 1963 and was elected mem- 
ber of the branch command of the outskirts of Aleppo then member of the 
Political Bureau. He is now a member of the Socialist Unificationists' 
Party Central Committee. 


He has been active in thinking and research in the legal field. 
Dr Norris al-Daqr, Minister of Housing and Jtilities 


He was born in Damascus in 1944 and graduated from Aleppo University in 
architectural engineering. 


In 1968 he was appointed tutor at the Damascus University Faculty of En- 
gineering. He received a certificat d'etudes superiores in architectural 
engineering from France, then was appointed instructor at the Engineerin;, 
Faculty, Department of Architecture, in Damascus University, /where he 
remained/ until assuming charge of the ministry. 


Mr Ramadan Hadlah, Minister of State 


He was born in Aleppo in 1940, is married and has seven children. He grad- 
uated from the Teachers’ College in Aleppo in 1964 and engaged in teaching 
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until 1974, when he went to work full time for the Teachers’ Union in 
Aleppo. He has been a member of the Political Bureau of the Socialist 
Union since 1976. 


Eng Ra'fat al-Kurdi, Minister of Communications 


He was born in Damascus in 1938, is married and is the father of two 
children. He completed his secondary studies in Damascus schools and 
studied finance in the University of Prague, Czechoslovakia, where he re- 
ceived a master's degree in electrical engineering in 1964. 


He began his career as an official in the Ministry of Public Works, then a 
manayer of electricity in the Euphrates Dam, then assistant manager of 
buildings in the Ministry of Public Works and Water Resources. 


Dr George Ridwan, Minister of Tourism 


He was born in Damascus in 1933, received a certificate of secondary 
studies there in 1952 and received a bachelor's degree in law from 
Damascus University in 1957. 


He worked upon graduating as a branch vice chairman in the Ministry of 
Social Affairs and Labor, practiced law in 1961, then traveled to England 
and received a diploma in international law from Manchester University in 
1970. He received a doctorate in law from London University in 1974. 


He then worked as a researcher in the Institute of Palestinian Studies in 
Beirut for a year, after which he returned to practice law until the date 
the cabinet was formed. He has many articles and research works published 
in local newspapers on the Palestinian cause and human rights. 


11887 
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DOMESTIC CRISES PLAGUE GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS 


Paris LE MONDE in French 6 Feb 80 p 4 
[Article: "Growing Malaise" ] 


[Text ] A malaise is growing in Syria, and the strong increase in public 
sector salaries, agreed to by the government, has not put an end to the 
grumbling of the populace. Indeed, in order to find 1.8 billion Syrian 
pounds (or French francs), the sum necessary to finance the operation, it 
has been necessary to raise the price of gasoline by 55 percent and that 

of cement by 30 percent, which has had repercussions on the cost of trans- 
portation and of housing. The state has been looking for a way to avoid 
an escalation in the price of major consumer goods, and meat has become 
practically unattainable. On the other hand, bread, sugar, rice and oil, 
subsidized products, are available at a very low price. 


In the area of security, violence, always attributed to the Muslim Brother- 
hood, continues. The boycott by Syria of the Islamic conference in 
Islamabad has nourished the resentment in the bosoms of certain parts of 
the Sunni population against the regime. The assassination of a religious 
leader in the Aleppo ~osque in broad daylight has made a great impression, 
the police services not even having been able to arrest the perpetrators 

of the deed. 


Protecting Soviet experts, on the other hand, poses real problems for 
officers who are responsible for them and who are showing a certain amount 
of confusion in the face of the magnitude of their task, since they mist 
ensure the security of about 2,000 men. In addition to the incidents, 
among whose victims were two experts in Hamahand a third in Aleppo, the 
rumor is circulating that a bus carrying a large number of these experts 
had been raked with machine-gun fire on 24 January at Lataqiyah, supposedly 
causing five deaths. It was emphasized in Damascus, in diplomatic circles, 
that it was the Soviets themselves who, in spite of the official cover-up, 
revealed the first incidents of which their experts were the object. 


cso: 4800 
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SYRIA 


BRIEFS 


COMMUNIST PARTY RIFT--The newspaper NIDAL AL-SHA'B, organ of the Syrian 
Communist Party, published the following in its latest issue (December) 
under the title "The Two of Them Have Nothing To Do with the Syrian Com- 
munist Party": “At its meeting held on 27-28 December 1979, the Central 
Committee of the Syrian Communist Party decided to dismiss Murad Yusuf and 
Nayif Qaysiyah from Central Committee membership and sever them from the 
Syrian Communist Party because of their continued violation of bylaws, 
violation of the Central Committee decrees, and insistence on disruptive 
activity, agitation against party policy, the holding of meetings and dis- 
tribution of secessionist literature hostile to the party inside and out- 
side the party." It has been learned from informed sources that Yusuf and 
Qaysiyah (the former was dismissed after a short period of membership in 
the Political Bureau) are two of eight Central Committee members who had 
presented a memorandum to the Central Committee criticising the party's 
overall policy and its leader's program, especially that of Secretary Gen- 
eral Khalid Bikdash. The memorandum requested that a new party conference 
be convened, especially since many years had passed since its last one was 
held. It should be mentioned that this is the second big split in the 
Syrian Communist Party; the first was in 1970 and was led by Mr Riyad al- 
Turk. /Text/ /Beirut AL-NAHAR in Arabic 17 Jan 80 pp 1, 10/ 11887 
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TUNISIA 


SOLIDARITY WITH IMPRISONED TRADE-UNIONISTS 
Paris LE MONDE in French 20-21 Jan 80 p 5 


[Article: "Seven Thousand Persons Are Imprisoned, About 100 of Them for 
Political Reasons" ] 


[Text] The Tunisian Collective of 26 January* held a press conference on 
Wednesday, 16 January, to announce theorganization of a fortnight of soli- 
darity with the Tunisian workers and the UGTT (Tunisian General Federation 
of Labor) on the occasion of the second anniversary of the bloody riots 

in Tunis. This fortnight will take the form of various demonstrations in 
several cities of France, particularly Montpellier, Lyon, Grenoble, Bordeaux, 
Strasbourg...and of a meeting on Thursday, 24 January, at 8 pm at the Paris 
Mutuality. This meeting will be held with the support or participation 

of several organizations, including the International Confederation of 

Arab Trade unions, the French Committee for the Defense of Democratic 
Freedoms in Tunisia, the CGT [General Confederation of Labor], the CFDT 
[French Democratic Labor Confederation], the FEN [National Education Federa- 
tion], etc. 


During this press conference, Mrs Marianne Le Loc'h, a CGT trade-unionist, 
and Mr Antoine Lazarus, a physician, leaders of the Multiprofessional 
Prison Group, reported on their mission to Tunisia which enabled them to 
see several families of political prisoners, as well as the son of Mr Habib 
Hachour (former secretary general of the UCGTT), whose home is guarded by 
10 policemen and who can see only his children. They admitted that the 
imprisoned trade-unionists in the capital enjoy better conditions than the 
other prisoners, although two of them have lost respectively 34 and 22 
kilos in weight and though the behavior of one doctor in the Tunis prison 
contrasts strongly with that of his colleagues and is judged “particularly 
odious" by those concerned. 


Stressing, in addition, the isolation of the UGTT'’s current leadership, 
the leaders of the collective stated that 212 strikes had taken place in 





* 46 Vangirard Street, 75006, Paris 








the first 9 months of 1979 and that any agreement which would make it 
possible for the group of affiliated trade unions to get out of the current 
impasse and to equip itself with a representative leadership should pro- 
ceed by the liberation of the arrested trade-unionists and their reintegra- 
tion into their former functions. 
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TUNISIA 


CULTURAL COOPERATION WITA FRANCE STRENGTHENED 
Paris LE MONDE in French 25 Jan 80 p 9 


[Article by Paul Balta: "Paris and Tunis Will Strengthen Their Cultural 
Cooperation" ] 


[Text] Mr Mohamed Mzali, Tunisian minister of education, paid, from 20 
to 23 January, an official visit to France which has contributed to 
strengthening bilateral cooyeration. 


Starting from the principle that "in order to have windows open to the out- 
side, we tust begin by having a home,” Mr Mzali, 2 years ago, had undertaken 
a reform which generalized the instruction of Arabic at the primary level, 
to make it the "language of civilization,” but which put the stress at the 
secondary level, part:icularly in the exact sciences sector, on French, "the 
functional language.” The minister thus intended to avoid, among others, 
the phenomenon of the rejection of French. He noted with his host, Mr 
Christian Beulilac, that experience has confirmed this analysis and given 
good resulis. 


Starting from this observation, the two ministers have retained four priority 
lines of action: 1) the "raining of trainers," so that Tunisia will avoid 
having to resurt to cooperation by substitution (massive utilization of 
French cooperators); 2) cooperation in the field of television and informa- 
tion processing; 3) “triangular” cooperation, which enables Tunisians to 
teach French in certain countries, as is the case at present in Djibouti, 

in the Comors and in Iraq; 4) dialog between the cultures. 


In this last sector, the Tunisians have paid tribute to France for the 
effort it has been willing to make over the last few years to make known 
the Arabic language and civilization. They note, however, that only 5000 
Tunisian children (out of about 50,000) living in France are receiving 
classes in Arabic from 60 teachers, costing Tunis 5 million francs each 
year. They would like to double or triple these numbers with the help of 
Mr Stoleru's Social Action Fund. 
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The two ministers referred to the impending establishment in Paris of the 
Arab World Institute, and Mr Mzali noted that his country belonged to it 
and would make a contribution. Lastly, he expressed the wish to make "of 
an establishment as prestigious as the Carnot lycee a pilot Tunisiarm estab- 
lishment for the teaching of French which would become as famous as the 
Sadiki lycee," which trained the Tunisiar elite. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


INDUSTRIALIZATION SEEN A PRIORITY FOR DEVELOPMENT 


Abu Dhabi EMIRATES NEWS in English 10 Feb 80 p 3 


{Text } 
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UNITED ARAB FMLIRATIES 


DUBAI STARTS PRODUCING HIGH PURITY ALUMINUM 


Manama GULF MIRROR in English 12-18 Jan 80 p 29 


[Text] DUBAI Aluminium Com- 


CSO: 


has begun 
laboratory analysis con- 
firmed this week. 


roleum coke and pisch  o 
continuous mix operation 
taking in the smelter’s 
tallest building —- the 140- 
foot paste plant which annu- 
ally will process more than 
77000 tonnes of raw mater- 
ial. 


being pressed, each anode is 


baked in the adjoining kilns. 


“Metal purity trom the 
a igh,” said 
roduction m tr Dick 
=—— 

“We are achieving 99.85 
~y & at this stage in 
t our production pots 
indicates that we can 

went purity levels to 
reach 99.9.” 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRIEFS 


HELP FOR TRAINING FORCES-—-Despite the deterioration in relations with Tehran 
since the Islamic revolution, the UAE has decided to seek Iran's help in 
training its forces, informed sources told this newsletter last week. The 
sources were speaking in Kuwait before the conference of Foreign Ministers 
of Islamic states scheduled to start in Islamabad on January 26 to discuss 
the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. Kuwait would seek a separate meeting 
of Foreign Ministers of Gulf States, the sources said, adding that if 

there was not enough time to hold this in the Pakistani capital, the min- 
isters would be invited to convene in Saudi Arabia next month. The purpose 
of the separate meeting would be to discuss the latest Soviet moves and 
their implications for the Gulf and Red Sea states, the sources said. How- 
ever, in spite of President Carter's pledge to defend the Gulf states, it 
had already been agreed not to grant bases or other military facilities to 
any great power. The UAE, the sources said, would be seeking arms from 
Britain and France and had decided to ask Pakistan and Iran to help train 
its forces. Informed sources meanwhile said that Saudi Arabia regarded 
Pakistan as the last bulwark against any new Soviet move towards the Gulf 
and the warm waters of the Indian Ocean. Pakistan could rely on substantial 
aid from Saudi Arabia wid other Gulf states to make up any shortfall in 
assistance from the US, they said. [Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT AND 
MEMO in English 28 Jan 80 p 2] 


OIL TERMINAL--Abu Dhabi Feb 5 WAM-KYODO--United Arab Emirates President 
Shaykh Zayid ibn Sultan al-Nuhayyan Tuesday night ordered the development 

of Dalma' Island as a new oil terminal cum harbour complex. After his re- 
turn home Tuesday night from Pakistan Shaykh Zayid ordered that work on the 
dollar 750 million project would start immediately. The project will be 
carried out by the Abu Dhabi National Oil Company, ADNOC, in collaboration 
with the Japanese Oil Company (JODCO). The multipurpose Dalma’ complex 
will have facilities for containers and tanks and will serve three oilfields 
namely, (al-Setteh), (Jurnin) and Dalmi'. The combined production of these 
three fields is 40,000 barrels per day amply signifies the importance of 

the new project. According to the decree, a township with all civic amnities 
is to be built around the complex for the labour forces. [Tokyo KYODO 

in English (no time given) 5 Feb 80 OW] 
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WESTERN SAHARA 


POLISARIO FRONT LEADER TALKS WITH JAPANESE NEWSMEN 


0WO11017 Tokyo KYODO in English 0922 GMT 1 Mar 80 OW 





[Text] Algiers March 1 KYODO--Mohamed Abdelazziz, secretary general of the 
Polisario Liberation Front, said Saturday he was ready to talk with the 
Moroccan Government for a peaceful settlement of the five-year-long warfare 
with the northeastern African country over independence of Western Sahara. 


The guerrilla leader also said he was sure his Saharan Arab Democratic 
Republic (SADR) and Morocco could establish friendly celations if it 
recognizes “our cause for national sovereignty and independent." 


"We have obtained full support from the United Nations and we know our 
struggle for justice will eventually prevail," he added. 


The republic has been recognized by 36 countries, including the Soviet Union, 
Cuba and Iran. 


Morocco has refused to negotiate with the guerrilla group to settle the 
territorial «jispute sparked in 1975 when Spain let Morocco and Mauritania 
take control of the vast desert area the liberation front has claimed. 


Abdelazziz made the remarks during his meeting with Japanese reporters who 
were here to file stories on the fourth anniversary to mark the foundation 
of the government-in-exile in Algeria. 


During the hour-long interview, Abdelazziz also said he plans to promote 
economic ties with Japan on the basis of rich mineral resources in his 
country and Japanese technology when his country gains full independence. 


The liberation front leader noted Western Sahara has the world's biggest 
phosphorus deposits and is rich in uranium, iron and oil, but said it is 
in need of technology to develop them. 


Japan can also help his country, Abdelazziz went on, tap fishery resources 
around the Canary Islands in the eastern Atlantic. 


Asked to talk about himself, the guerrilla leader said with a smile, "Well, 
I can tell about our people, but not about myself." 


"I was born in Western Sahara and have been living here since. Things have 
not changed a bit over the past 30 years out here, and I hope that may give 
you a clue to your question how old I am," he added. 
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SELECTIVE LIST OF JPRS SERIAL REPORTS 


NEAR EAST AND AFRICA SERIAL REPORTS 





NEAR EAST/NORTH AFRICA REPORT 
SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA REPORT 


WORLDWIDE SERIAL REPORTS 





WORLDWIDE REPORT: Environmental Quality 

WORLDWIDE REPORT: Epidemiology 

WORLDWIDE REPORT: Law of the Sea 

WORLDWIDE REPORT: Nuclear Development and Proliferation 

WORLDWIDE REPORT: Telecommunications Policy, Research and Development 
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